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Agenda 

¡ Update Board on NWEA Assessment 

¡ Using NWEA to Support Learning 

¡ Next Steps  

¡ Appendix / Resources 
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Purpose of the NWEA 

The purpose of using NWEA is 
to provide: 

¡ information about the 
instructional level of the 
student 
¡ a road map for students 
toward achieving mastery 
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Uses of Data of NWEA 

¡ Assess student proficiencies in 
reading, language usage, and 
math  

¡ Monitor student progress over time  

¡ Inform instructional decisions and 
practices  
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Making Decisions Using Data 

TRIANGULATION STATE TEST 

LOCAL –  
CLASSROOM 

PERIODIC – 
NWEA 
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NWEA Testing Window 

Testing Cycles Dates 

Fall October 13-17, 2014 

Winter January 20-23, 2015 

Spring May 26-29, 2015 
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NWEA Assessment Removes 
Barriers for Learning   

¡ Challenging, appropriate, and 
dynamic 

¡ Test can be paused and 
resumed 

¡ Untimed 

¡ Measures growth over time  
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Valid and Reliable 

¡ Normative data 
¡ Over 5 million students have taken 

NWEA and their performance on the 
assessment determines average 
growth.  

¡ The group is called a norming group, 
and norming, or using data from a 
similarly large group, is done every 
three years. 
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What does RIT stand for? 
¡ RIT stands for Rasch Unit.  

¡ An achievement scale with an equal 
interval 

¡ Used to show growth over time 

¡ RIT in other words RIT can be interpreted 
as where students are Ready for 
Instruction Today 
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Sample Norming Chart 
Using RIT Scores 
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What have we learned since 
October 2014… 

Ø RIT scores form a continuous scale. 

Ø Growth is measured by changes in a 

number called a RIT score.  

Ø Students begin at a certain RIT score when 

they first take MAP and are expected to 

achieve increasingly higher scores.  
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What have we learned since 
October 2014… 

¡ State tests tells us if a student has 
mastered grade level standards each 
year.  

¡ NWEA measures growth. It tells us if a 
student has increased their skills in 
reading and math each year.  
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13 Reports 
What We Learned in October 

Report Purpose 
Teacher Report Provides overview of class 

achievement 
Student Progress Report Charts student growth over 

time 
Student Goal-Setting 
Worksheet 

Helps students set 
individual growth goals 

Class by RIT Finds specific learning targets of 
skills 

Class Lexile Report Gives snapshot of each student’s 
reading level 
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What We Learned in October Cont. 
 
 

Report Purpose 
Student Projected 
Performance Report 

Gives prediction of passing 
California Standards Test 

RIT to Reading Range 
Report 

Brand new this year – 
expands Lexile Report 

Achievement Status and 
Growth Report 

Overview of class growth 



Highlights since October 2014  

¡ District and school personnel have worked on 
a successful implementation plan 

¡ Data has been provided and used by our 
teachers to inform instruction 

¡ NWEA aligns with Common Core Standards   

¡ Immediate feedback to teachers  

¡ Provides reading level  

¡ Effective professional development 
component  
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The “median RIT scores” have significance.  +/- 3 points from the Overall 
score indicates possible strength or an area of concern.  

Most 
students 
have a 
combination 
of highs and 
lows in their 
Goal Areas  
(Clusters). 

“Spread” of class 
(10-15 is normal.) 

Sample Data 
Below:       Nat’l mean       CA Prof        CA Basic 

Above:  CA Advanced 

Refresher from Part 1 



SAMPLE: COMPARISON OF DATA ,  
FALL TO WINTER, Gr. 6 READING 
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Professional Development & 
Collaboration Time  
Next Steps: 
   
¡ Analyze data looking for growth targets 

¡ By Class 
¡ By Student 
¡ By Strands 

¡ Use data to differentiate instruction 
¡ Triangulate data: NWEA and Smarter 

Balance, and classroom assessments 
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19 Overview of Our Work…  
Sample: Data Ladder 

What is it that all of my students know? 

What is it that most of my students 
know? 

What is it that a few of my students 
know? 

What is it that none of my students 
know? 

 

Copyright NWEA  



Areas for Growth:  

¡ Alignment with Smarter Balance still 
unknown 

¡ Making meaning of all data using a 
balanced approach for assessment 

¡ Communicating the data to parents 
that is effective and meaningful 
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Communication Plan 
Next Steps: 
 

 
 

¡ February – Work with principals and teachers to 
gather feedback on our communication plan 

¡ March – Finalize communication plan 

¡ April – May = Communicate the plan to the 
community 

¡ June – Letter sent home to parent 
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Questions 
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Appendix A  
Parent Resources 

 

Smarter Balanced 
Practice and 
Training Tests 
 

The Smarter Balanced Practice Test 
allows teachers, students, parents, 
and other interested parties to 
experience a full grade-level 
assessment and gain insight into 
how Smarter Balanced will assess 
students’ mastery of the Common 
Core. 

http://
www.smarterbalanced.o
rg/practice-test/ 
 
 

Common Core 
State Standards 
Initiative 

What Parents Should Know   
 

http://
www.corestandards.org/
what-parents-should-
know/ 

California 
Department of 
Education 

Common Core State Standards
  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/
re/cc/index.asp 

Frame Works 
Institute 

What’s cooking with the Common 
Core in California - Video 

http://vimeo.com/
99383000 

NWEA NWEA Parent Resource https://www.nwea.org/
assessments/resources-
for-parents/ 
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Appendix B   
SAMPLE PARENT LETTER 
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