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Bond Background 

Measure L
On November 4, 2014, the voters of the Santa Rosa Elementary School District authorized 
measure L under the Proposition 39 statutes. Measure L authorized the issuance of $54 million 
in General Obligation Bonds.  Proceeds from the sales of the Bonds will be used to finance the 

acquisition, construction, furnishing, and equipping of District facilities in accordance with the 

bond proposition approved at the Election, and a project list including basic school repairs, 

upgrades and capital improvements to classrooms, labs and facilities, school safety, and 

technology improvements to provide a 21st Century Education. 

Ballot Question:  “To improve elementary school educational quality and student safety by 
upgrading classrooms and science labs, replacing deteriorating and outdated plumbing, 

heating, ventilation and air-conditioning systems, providing updated 21st century classroom 

technology, and acquiring, renovating or constructing classrooms, equipment, sites and 

facilities, shall Santa Rosa Elementary School District issue $54 million in bonds at legal rates, 
including independent citizens’ oversight, annual audits, no money for administrators’ salaries* 
and all funds benefiting local schools (State cannot take the funds).”

*The prohibition does not include employees who oversee and administer the bond program.

http://srcs.link/bond-salary

What will Measure L do?

Measure L will improve our local elementary schools by:

 Providing up-to-date, 21st-century technology to prepare students for college and

careers

 Repairing leaky roofs and deteriorating plumbing, sewer and electrical systems

 Replacing outdated heating and air conditioning systems

 Improving access to classrooms and labs for students with disabilities

 Upgrading campus security, safety and fire systems at all schools

 Renovating aging classrooms, science, labs, restrooms and other educational facilities

“Thank you Santa 

Rosa community 

for your support in 

preparing our 

students for 

college and 

careers. 

Measures I and L 

will serve to 

upgrade facilities,  

and infuse 

classroom 

technology and 

associated 

access, in order 

to better serve our 

students.” – Diann 

Kitamura , 

Superintendent, 

Santa Rosa City 

Schools 
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Citizens' Oversight Committee (COC)

In accordance with bond spending rules, Santa Rosa City Schools has convened a Citizens'
Bond Oversight Committee to keep the public informed. This committee will review Measure L 
bond expenditures, review the annual audit prepared by an independent auditing firm, and 

ensure that funds are spent according to the terms of the ballot language. 

District will solicit applications from the community to form the oversight committee.  By law, 

the oversight committee must include a member active in business organization, a member 

active in a senior citizens’ organization, a member active in bona fide taxpayers’ organization, 

a member active in the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) as well as a member who is a 

parent or guardian of a child enrolled in the District.  No employee or official of the District can 

be appointed to the oversight committee. 

Role of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee: 

 Ensure bond revenues are expended only for construction, reconstruction,

rehabilitation, or replacement of school facilities.

 Inform the public concerning expenditure of bond proceeds

 Review annual performance audit

 Review annual financial audit

 Inspection of school facilities & grounds to ensure expenditures are for listed projects

 Review District efforts to maximize bond revenues through implementation of cost

containment measures:

• Professional fees

• Site preparation

• Joint use of facilities

• Design deficiencies

• Reusable facilities plans

 Provide an annual progress report to the Board and the public

 Provide final report to the Board and the public at the completion of all projects

 Review deferred maintenance reports and plans
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Facility Master Plan (FMP) 

The Santa Rosa City Schools Facility Master Plan (FMP) was developed to identify and 

prioritize projects for each of the elementary schools.  The FMP was approved by the

Santa Rosa City School Board of Education on April 27, 2016. 

Role of the Board of Education 

 For a Prop. 39 Bond:

o Places bond measure on ballot

o Appoints COC

o Establishes guidelines for the COC

o Approves bond program project list and an implementation plan

 Evaluate school facilities needs

 Approve additions or alterations to existing buildings

 Determine when new facilities are needed

 Select and acquires sites

 Determine the method of financing

 Approve selection of architects and engineers

 Authorize projects for bid

 Award contracts for design and construction

 Approve change orders to construction contracts
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Activities 

Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC) 

August 11, 2015 Meeting, Review of COC Roles & Responsibilities, Selection of COC 

Chair and Vice Chair 

April 12, 2016 Meeting, Review of COC Roles & Responsibilities (follow-up to the 

prior COC meeting). General Bond Program Status 

(Facilities/Technology) 

December 8, 2016 Meeting, Review General Bond Program Status, Bond Expenditures, 

and Annual Report requirement 

May 19, 2017 Meeting minutes, General bond program status, bond expenditures, 

audit report, annual report, and future meetings. 

Santa Rosa City School Board 

April 27, 2016 

November 9, 2016 

Facilities Master Plan (FMP) Approved 

Architectural firm and construction management firm pools for 

Measures L bond projects approved.
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Bond Financials 

Measure L General Obligation Bond Sales

Total Bond Authorization

Series A & B sold February 2016

Series C sold December 2016

$54,000,000

$9,500,000

$15,000,000
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Fiscal and Performance Audit 
The COC has reviewed 

1. The Audit Report dated February 28, 2017 for year ended June 30, 2016 and prepared

by Chavan & Associates, LLP, Certified Public Accountants. This report included the

following:

• Independent Auditor’s Report

• Program Statements

• Schedule of Findings and Recommendations

• Other Independent Auditor’s Reports

• The Audit Report can be found at http://www.srcsbond.news/measure-l-

annual-audits.html.

2. District prepared financial reports dated December 8, 2016 and May 9, 2017.  These

reports can be found at http://www.srcsbond.news/agendas.html.

http://www.srcsbond.news/measure-i-annual-audits.html
http://www.srcsbond.news/measure-i-annual-audits.html
http://www.srcsbond.news/agendas.html
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Photos 
Lincoln Elementary new network / Old network equipment and District Data Center equipment:

Hidden Valley Elementary Wireless
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Hidden Valley Elementary asphalt work:

2016 Construction at Santa Rosa Charter School for the Arts
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Committee Members 

Committee Members 2015*-2018 

Chair (Parent active PTO) Kristen Hendricks 3 year term

Vice Chair (Parent or Guardian) Jessica Rasmussen 2 year term 

Member (Parent or Guardian) Judith O'Donnell 3 year term 

Member (Business) Mike Behler 3 year term

Member (At Large) Chris Nelle 2 year term

Member (Taxpayer’s Organization) Vacant

Member (Senior Citizen's Organization) Vacant 

Member (Parent or Guardian) Vacant 

* Start of Term August 11, 2015
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Contact Information 

Measure L Bond

Rick Edson, Chief Bond Officer 

http://www.srcsbond.news/ 

 text 

Santa Rosa City Schools 

211 Ridgway Avenue 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

Tel (707) 528-5411

 http://www.srcs.k12.ca.us/ 

http://www.srcsbond.news/
http://www.srcs.k12.ca.us/



