
DESERT SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Division of Personnel Services 
 
 
TO: Scott L. Bailey, Superintendent 
 
FROM: Donna Salazar, Ed. D., Assistant Superintendent, Personnel Services 
 
DATE: September 3, 2019  
 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDED CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL ITEMS 
 
The following actions are recommended for approval by the Board of Education at the regularly scheduled meeting 
of September 3, 2019.  
 
 
 
RESIGNATION 
 
1) Name: ALBERT, Kimberly Date: 09/03/2019 

Site:  Adams Early Childhood Learning 
Center 

Reason:  Personal 

 
 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
2) Name: AVILA, Myra Date: 08/19/2019 

Site:  Horizon Reason:  Unpaid 
 
 
 
3) Name: SHEPHERD, Heidi Date: 08/16/2019-09/15/2019 

Site:  State and Federal Programs Reason: FMLA 
 
 
 
4) Name: SMITH, Stephanie Date: 08/19/2019-11/11/2019 

Site:  La Quinta High Reason: CFRA 
 
 
 
5) Name: SOBCZYK, Justin Date: 08/23/2019-06/05/2020 

Site:  Jackson Elementary Reason: CFRA-Intermittent 
 
 
 
6) Name: WANNER, Kathleen Date: 08/19/2019-06/05/2020 

Site:  Indio High Reason: FMLA-Intermittent 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENT – FULL OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
7) Name: TBA Date: 08/27/2019 

Site: Special Education Assignment: School Psychologist 
 Funding: Special Education   
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ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENT – FULL OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR-
Continued 
 
8) Name: TBA Date: 09/03/2019 

Site: Special Education Assignment: School Psychologist 
 Funding: Special Education   

 
 
 
9) Name: TBA Date: 09/09/2019 

Site: Special Education Assignment: School Psychologist 
 Funding: Special Education   

 
 
 
REHIRE/REINSTATEMENT – FULL OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
10) Name: DUTHALER, Melissa Date: 08/19/2019 

Site: Shadow Hills High Assignment: SDC/SH 
 Funding: Special Education   

 
 
 
NEW CERTIFICATED EMPLOYEES – TEMPORARY OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 
SCHOOL YEAR  
 
11) Name: CICOGNA, Anna Date: 08/19/2019-06/05/2020 

Site: Earhart Elementary Assignment: SDC/K-2 
 Funding: Special Education   

 
 
 
NEW CERTIFICATED EMPLOYEES – FULL OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
12) Name: BAKER II, Andrew Date: 08/19/2019 

Site: Shadow Hills High Assignment: SDC 
 Funding: Special Education   

 
 
 
13) Name: FERGUSON, Kevin Date: 08/19/2019 

Site: La Quinta High Assignment: CTE Information and 
Communication Technology 

 Funding: General   
 
 
 
14) Name: KLEIMAN, Kyle Date: 08/27/2019 

Site: Palm Desert High Assignment: Social Science 
 Funding: General   

 
 
 
15) Name: KREPS, Christina  Date: 09/03/2019 

Site: Special Education Assignment: School Nurse 
 Funding: Special Education   
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NEW CERTIFICATED EMPLOYEES – FULL OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL 
YEAR-Continued 
 
16) Name: STANFORD, Matthew Date: 08/19/2019 

Site: Shadow Hills High Assignment: CTE Aviation Teacher 
 Funding: Shadow Hills High   

 
 
 
17) Name: WHITNEY, Jane Date: 08/19/2019 

Site: Truman Elementary Assignment: SDC/MM 
 Funding: Special Education   

 
 
 
SUBJECT AUTHORIZATION UNDER EDUCATION CODE 44258.7(c) (d) FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL 
YEAR-Modification  
 
18) Name: Subject: Subject: 
 CASTRO, Omar California Cadet Corps Shadow Hills High 

 
*modification to assignment, previously approved by BOE on 6-25-19. 
 
 
 
SUBJECT AUTHORIZATION UNDER EDUCATION CODE 44258.7(c) (d) FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL 
YEAR  
 
19) Name: Subject: Subject: 
 DIAZ, Rahsaan Physical Education La Quinta High 
 STANFORD, Matthew Aviation Pathway Shadow Hills High 

 
 
 
SUBJECT AUTHORIZATION UNDER EDUCATION CODE 44263 FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
20) Name: Subject: Site: 
 MCGEE, Kaylon Music Shadow Hills High 
 MONROY, Mark IB Sports Exercise and 

Health Science 
La Quinta High 

 
 
 
EXTRA DUTY ASSIGNMENT - 1/7th STIPEND  
 
21) Site: Amistad High Compensation/Each: 1/7th Stipend 

Funding: General Dates: 08/22/2019-01/17/2020 

    

 Assignment: To work in lieu of prep period during the first semester of the 2019/2020 school year. 

    

 Last Name First Name Assignment  

 PARRA Deborah ASB  
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EXTRA DUTY ASSIGNMENT - 1/7th STIPEND- Continued  
 
22) Site: Indio High Compensation/Each: 1/7th Stipend 

Funding: Accreditation Dates: 08/22/2019-01/17/2020 

    

 Assignment: To work in lieu of prep period during the first semester of the 2019/2020 school year. 

    

 Last Name First Name Assignment  

 FREEMAN Annelise WASC  
 
 
 
23) Site: Special Education Compensation/Each: 1/7th Stipend 

Funding: Special Education Dates: 08/22/2019-01/17/2020 

    

 Assignment: To work in lieu of prep period during the first semester of the 2019/2020 school year.   

    

 Last Name First Name Assignment  

 DUTHALER Melissa SDC/SH  
 
 
 
24) Site: Summit High Compensation/Each: 1/7th Stipend 

Funding: Comprehensive Support and 
Improvements 

Dates: 08/22/2019-01/17/2020 

    

 Assignment: To work in lieu of prep period during the first semester of the 2019/2020 school year.   

    

 Last Name First Name Assignment  

 EMMER Adam World Culture/Economics/Government 
 
 
EXTRA DUTY ASSIGNMENT – TIME FACTORS 
 
25) Name: DOUGHERTY, Patricia Compensation: 7% Time Factor 

Site: State and Federal Programs Dates: 2019/2020 School Year 
Funding: Title III-LEP   

    
Assignment: To work 30 minutes beyond facilitator contract day to plan and provide professional 

development to increase academic achievement for English Learners. 
 
 
 
26) Name: LETHCOE, Elaine Compensation: 7% Time Factor 

Site: State and Federal Programs Dates: 2019/2020 School Year 
Funding: Title III-LEP   

    
Assignment: To work 30 minutes beyond facilitator contract day to plan and provide professional 

development to increase academic achievement for English Learners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board of Education Agenda Page 5 
Certificated Personnel 09/03/2019 

 
EXTRA DUTY ASSIGNMENT – TIME FACTORS (Continued) 
 
27) Name: LIRA, San Juana Compensation: 7% Time Factor 

Site: State and Federal Programs Dates: 2019/2020 School Year 
Funding: Title III-LEP   

    
Assignment: To work 30 minutes beyond facilitator contract day to plan and provide professional 

development to increase academic achievement for English Learners. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
28) Site: Shadow Hills High Funding: General 

 
Name Assignment Compensation 
 GONZALEZ, Ariel Business 10% of D/6 
 WOOD, Robert Social Science 13% of D/6 

 
 
 
29) Site: Special Education Funding: Special Education 

 
Name Assignment Compensation 
 FROST, Susan Lead Nurse 10% of D/6 

 
 
 
ADVISORS FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
30) Site: Shadow Hills High Funding: General 

 
Name Assignment Compensation 
 ANZIANO, Courtney AVID Coordinator 3.5% of D/6 

 
 
 
COACHES FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
31) Site:  Indio High  Funding:   General  
 

 Name Sport Compensation 
 GILBERT, Scott Football, Head Varsity 10% of D/6 

 
 
 
32) Site:  La Quinta High Funding:   General  
 

 Name Sport Compensation 
 ANSLEY, Brian Football, Freshman Assistant 4.5% of D/6 
 ANSLEY, Brian Track, Head, Boys’ 8% of D/6 
 NADLER, Gary Golf, Girls’ 6% of D/6 
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COACHES FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR (Continued) 
 
33) Site:  Shadow Hills High Funding:   General  
 

 Name Sport Compensation 
 ANZIANO, Nicholas Golf, Girls’ 6% of D/6 
 DETAMBLE, Richard* Cross Country, Boys’ 6% of D/6 
 TYLER, Michael Tennis, Girls’ 6% of D/6 

 
*classified employee. 
 
 
WALK-ON COACHES FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
34) Site:   La Quinta High Funding:  General  
 

 Name Sport Compensation 
 FRANCO, Paul Football, Varsity Assistant 6% of D/6 

 
 
 
35) Site:  Shadow Hills High Funding:   General  
 

 Name Sport Compensation 
 ALVAREZ, Vincent Cross Country, Girls 6% of D/6 
 ARMSTRONG, Danny Football, Assistant Varsity 6% of D/6 
 ESQUIBEL, Alex Football, Head J.V. 6% of D/6 
 ESQUIBEL, Ezekiel Football, Head Freshman 6% of D/6 
 GARCZYNSKI, Emily Water Polo, Assistant, Boys’ 4.5% of D/6 
 GARCZYNSKI, John Water Polo, Head, Boys’ 6% of D/6 
 KNIGHT, Melinda Volleyball, Head Varsity 6% of D/6 

 
 
 
JUMP START - SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM  
 
36) Assignment:  2019 Jump Start Program Cost/Hours: $  49.04 

Location:  John Glenn Middle Cost/Total: $  3,923.20 
Grades:  6th thru 8th Grade   
Dates: 08/07/2019-08/16/2019   
Funding: Title I    
    
Name:  Assignment:  Hours/Each:  Cost/Each:  

 BAXA, Jennifer English/Math 18 $  882.72 
 CARLEY-BARROW, 

Tammy 
English/Math 26 $  1,275.04 

 NETTIMI, Jessica English/Math 18 $  882.72 
 VIVEROS, Electra English/Math 18 $  882.72 

 
 
 

37) REGULAR GUEST TEACHERS / SUBSTITUTES FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
   

  NAME: CREDENTIAL: 

 RETURNING SUB:  

 ALLING, Jennifer Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 
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 REGULAR GUEST TEACHERS / SUBSTITUTES FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR - Continued 

   

 RETURNING SUB (Continued):  

 BLANCHETTE, Windy Multiple Subject 

 HOMEN, Jeanne Multiple Subject 

 JUE, Henry Multiple Subject 

 KROKER, Jeffrey Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 MAY, Jessica Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 MENDEZ, Esperanza Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 ROOT, Linda Multiple Subject 

 SCHUESSLER, Jill Education Specialist Instruction - ECSE 

 SIDMAN, Lyndsey Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

   

 NEW HIRES:  

 CARDOZA, Annette Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 CRUZ, Marissa Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 GONZALEZ, David Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 HENDERSEN, Rachel Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 KRETZ, Andrew Single Subject – Social Science 

 LACEY, Amanda Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 LANDER, Krista Multiple Subject 

 LONDOS, Talia Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 MCGUFFIN, David Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 MORENO, Brenda Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 OGREN, Megan Emergency 30 Day Sub Permit 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDED CERTIFICATED SPECIALISTS 
 
38) Name: BALCORTA, Auburn Hours: NTE  1260    

Site: Shadow Hills High Hour/Cost: $  22.00   
Funding: Supplemental Concentration Cost/Total: $  27,720.00   
Dates: 08/19/2019-06/05/2020 
  
Assignment: To provide instructional support for ELA students with low academic achievement. 

 
 
 
39) Name: BRASSEA, Diana Hours: NTE  1292   

Site: Kennedy Elementary Hour/Cost: $  25.00   
Funding: Supplemental Concentration Cost/Total: $  32,300.00   
Dates: 08/19/2019-06/05/2020 
  
Assignment: Specialist to focus on writing with an emphasis on science, incorporating hands on 

activities, experiments and explorations through research based experience. 
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RECOMMENDED CERTIFICATED SPECIALISTS - Continued 
 
40) Name: DOWNES, Maribeth Hours: NTE  115    

Site: Lincoln Elementary Hour/Cost: $  24.00   
Funding: City of Palm Desert Cost/Total: $  2,760.00   
Dates: 08/22/2019-01/22/2020 
  
Assignment: After school intervention for students to increase academic achievement in reading 

and math. 
 
 
 
41) Name: FAUSTO, Mercy Hours: NTE  13    

Site: Educational Services Hour/Cost: $  22.00   
Funding: Testing Cost/Total: $  286.00   
Dates: 08/16/2019-08/26/2019 
  
Assignment: Initial and summative ELPAC training and administration for the 2019/2020 school 

year. 
 
 
 
42) Name: HORAN, Michael Hours: NTE  455    

Site: Franklin Elementary Hour/Cost: $  24.00   
Funding: Prep Allocation – 60% 

Title I – 40% 
Cost/Total: $  10,920.00   

Dates: 08/22/2019-11/30/2019 
  
Assignment: To provide intervention services during school hours. 

 
 
 
43) Name: IRRERA, Lisa Hours: NTE  276    

Site: Earhart Elementary Hour/Cost: $  20.00   
Funding: Supplemental Concentration Cost/Total: $  5,520.00   
Dates: 09/16/2019-06/05/2020 
  
Assignment: To provide support in the schools Makerspace and student related activities. 

 
 
 
44) Name: LARSON, Shea Hours: NTE  71.50 

Site: Truman Elementary Hour/Cost: $  44.00  
Funding: Title I Cost/Total: $  3,146.00   
Dates: 08/01/2019-08/16/2019 
  
Assignment: Intervention/acceleration support staff specialist. 

 
 
 
45) Name: LIGHTFOOT, Barbara Hours: NTE  540    

Site: Carter Elementary Hour/Cost: $  34.00  
Funding: Title I Cost/Total: $  18,360.00   
Dates: 08/22/2019-06/05/2020 
  
Assignment: Intervention/acceleration support staff specialist. 
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RECOMMENDED CERTIFICATED SPECIALISTS-Continued 
 
46) Name: LOPEZ, Brenner Hours: NTE  1100    

Site: Jefferson Middle Hour/Cost: $  25.00   
Funding: Title I Cost/Total: $  27,500.00   
Dates: 08/21/2019-06/05/2020 
  
Assignment: Academic specialist to provide strategic intervention in ELA and Math during school 

day. 
 
 
 
47) Name: MAGARO, Sandy Hours: NTE  800    

Site: Special Education  Hour/Cost: $  54.00   
Funding: Special Education Cost/Total: $  43,200.00   
Dates: 08/12/2019-06/30/2020 
  
Assignment: To cover during the vacancies of psychologists in the district. 

 
 
 
48) Name: MALLEN, Andrea Hours: NTE  600    

Site: Summit Hour/Cost: $  44.00   
Funding: Summit-CSI Cost/Total: $  26,400.00   
Dates: 09/03/2019-06/30/2020 
  
Assignment: Provide counseling services to increase graduation rate. 

 
 
 
49) Name: O’SHAUGHNESSY, Robert Hours: NTE  94    

Site: Lincoln Elementary Hour/Cost: $  24.00   
Funding: City of Palm Desert Cost/Total: $  2,256.00   
Dates: 08/22/2019-01/22/2020 
  
Assignment: To provide after school intervention for students to increase academic achievement 

in Reading and Math. 
 
 
 
50) Name: PAVALICH, Maria Hours: NTE  800    

Site: Special Education Hour/Cost: $  54.00   
Funding: Special Education Cost/Total: $  43,200.00   
Dates: 08/12/2019-06/30/2020 
  
Assignment: To cover during the vacancies of psychologists in the district. 

 
 
 
51) Name: SPURLOCK, Stephen Hours: NTE  92    

Site: Lincoln Elementary Hour/Cost: $  24.00   
Funding: City of Palm Desert Cost/Total: $  2,208.00   
Dates: 08/22/2019-01/22/2020 
  
Assignment: To provide after school intervention for students to increase academic achievement 

in Reading and Math. 
 
 


