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The Superintendent or designee shall use hand-held metal detectors at district schools as 
necessary to help provide a safe learning environment. Staff shall establish a plan to ensure 
that hand-held metal detector searches are conducted in a uniform and consistent manner. 

 
Use of Contraband Detection Dog 
 
In an effort to keep the schools free of dangerous contraband, the district may use specially 
trained, non aggressive  non-aggressive dogs to sniff out and alert staff to the presence of 
substances prohibited by law or Board policy. 

 
The dogs may sniff the air around lockers, desks, or vehicles on district property or at 
district-sponsored events. Dogs shall not sniff within the close proximity of students or other 
persons and may not sniff any personal items on those persons without their consent. 

 
Legal Reference: 
EDUCATION CODE 
32280-32289 School safety plans 
35160 Authority of governing boards 
35160.1 Broad authority of school districts 
48900-48927 Suspension and expulsion 
49050-49051 Searches by school employees 
49330-49334 Injurious objects 
PENAL CODE 
626.9 Firearms 
626.10 Dirks, daggers, knives or razor 
CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION 
Article I, Section 28(c) Right to Safe Schools 
COURT DECISIONS 
Redding v. Safford Unified School District, (9th Cir. 2008) 531 F.3d 1071 
B.C. v. Plumas, (9th Cir. 1999) 192 F.3d 1260 
Jennings v. Joshua Independent School District, (5th Cir. 1989) 877 F.2d 313 
O'Connor v. Ortega, (1987) 480 U.S. 709 
New Jersey v. T.L.O., (1985) 469 U.S. 325 
Horton v. Goose Creek Independent School District, (5th Cir. 1982) 690 F.2d 470 
Zamora v. Pomeroy, (10th Cir. 1981) 639 F.2d 662 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINIONS 
83 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 257 (2001) 
75 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 155 (1992) 

 
Management Resources: 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE PUBLICATIONS 
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