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COVID-19 Pandemic as of March 11, 2020

124,578 confirmed*
*Source: Johns Hopkins



Confirmed Cases
 March 11, 2020 
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2 Berkeley Cases
1 travel from Italy 

3 Alameda County Cases 
2 from Grand Princess cruise ship

157+ California Cases
4 deaths

938+ US Cases
30+ deaths



BUSD Planning and Response

● Consulting Public Health and Education Partners
● Adapting Pandemic Plans and Resources
● Communicating with Families, Staff and Leadership



Planning and Information Sources
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Communications
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1.  Mitigation Measures

● Additional Facilities Cleaning
● Absence and Illness Monitoring
● Communication and Planning for Next Stage 



8How does the coronavirus outbreak end?, Vox. By Brian Resnick@B_resnickbrian@vox.com  
Updated Mar 7, 2020, 10:02am EST

https://www.vox.com/authors/brian-resnick
https://www.twitter.com/B_resnick


2.  Social Distancing

● Canceling Large Group Events
● Communications on Evolving Plans
● Planning for Possibility of School Closure



Social Distancing
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Non-Essential Large Gatherings Canceled through March 31:
- Assemblies, both indoor and outdoor
- Field Trips, both one-day and overnight
- School or District affiliated Student Travel 
- Performances and Concerts
- Evening Gatherings at schools (inc. open houses, and fundraisers)
- Athletic Events that require travel or hosting outside community
- Staff Events, professional development, and business-related travel 

Essential Activities Continue:
- Classroom education, including lunch, PE, recess, and after-school 
- District offices and facilities remain open
- On campus athletics practices and performing arts rehearsals
- March 14 SAT test 
- District and School-Based Meetings (Staff, SSC, PTA, Board, Committees)

Some Meetings May Eventually be Held Online:
- Brown/Greene Act meetings require advance notice and public access



3.  If Case Confirmed at BUSD School

● Consider School or Full District Closure
● Inform Community; Provide Resources
● Plan for Timing of Reopening



Closing Considerations
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● Distance Learning can’t replace school environment:
○ TK-12 is very different from college instruction  
○ Public schools are required to meet all student learning requirements
○ Curriculum not replaceable online across all subjects and grade levels
○ Students have unequal access to technology and support

● Some Home Learning support may be possible:
○ Library and Technology Depts can provide some online resources
○ Textbooks and library books may be available for early checkout
○ Community resource lists for families are being developed
○ Nutrition Services can provide takeaway meals



Questions?
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City of Berkeley:
David A. White, Deputy City Manager
Lisa B. Hernandez, MD, Health Officer
Victoria Lopez, Public Health Nurse

Berkeley Unified School District:
Brent Stephens, Ed.D., Superintendent
Natasha Beery, Director of Community Relations
Trish McDermott, Public Information Officer


