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COVID-19 Pandemic 

March 11 cases: 124,578  
March 19 cases: 227,310 *Source: Johns Hopkins



Confirmed Cases
 March 11 > 19, 2020 

3

 > 3 Berkeley Cases

> 31 Alameda County Cases 
398

> 874 California Cases
16

 > 9300  US Cases
150



February 28 - March 9:

PREPARATIONS FOR COVID-19 

● Developed and Adapted Pandemic Plans and Resources
● Consulted Federal, State & County Public Health and Education 
● Communicated with Families, Staff and Leadership
● Hygiene Measures: School Cleaning, Handwashing 



Tuesday March 10 
& Weds March 11 

SOCIAL DISTANCING

● March 10: Canceled large group events
● March 10: Planned for possible (brief) school closures
● March 11: WHO declares COVID-19 Pandemic 
● March 11: Update to Board with City of Berkeley partners



Thursday March 12 

DECISION TO CLOSE

● 3:00 pm ACOE Conference Call; SFUSD Closure, others considered
● 5:30 New Cases of Community Spread in Alameda County
● 7:30 Decision to Close Schools 
● 8:00 Messaging to Community > robocalls, email, web, twitter



Friday, March 13 

HIGH SCHOOLS CLOSED

● Take-Away Meals provided at BTA/BIS and BHS
● Staff works to begin District-Wide School Closure
● BHS and BTA Student Survey about technology needs



Monday, March 16 

  BAY AREA SHELTER IN PLACE ORDER 

● All schools closed; BUSD’s free meal service begins
● Most staff released after 2:00 pm to go home and prepare
● Leadership & essential staff continued to work through day
● Online learning resources available on berkeleyschools.net



Tuesday, March 17 

CDE Guidance and New Legislation

● State guarantees funding and waives state testing
● SB117 provides additional funding for coronavirus prevention
● Newsom: School Closures may extend for months



Wednesday, March 18 

Clarification and Long Term Planning

● State Superintendent offers additional guidance on school 
closures, including distance learning examples

● District teams continue to meet remotely to build 
distance learning resources



Thursday, March 19 

Long Term Planning

● Joint BFT-BUSD Teacher Survey
● Chromebook distribution begins at BHS, BTA, and BIS



Today’s Questions

12

● First Level Support for Staff and Families 
○

■

■

■

■



BUSD Wellness Checks - Early Results

13

● First Level Support for Staff and Families 
○



Today’s Questions
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● Food Distribution
Wednesday, March 18

King: 52 breakfast and 52 Lunch

LF: 92 Breakfast  112 Lunch

WD: 87 Breakfast and 87 Lunch

BHS: 17 Breakfast and 17 Lunch

RP: 97 Breakfast and 97 Lunch

BAM: 38 Breakfast and 38 Lunch

● Taking Stock
○

Total: 383 Breakfast

          403 Lunch



Today’s Questions
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● Distance Learning: First Steps
○

○

○



Today’s Questions
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● Distance Learning: Taking Stock

○

■

■

■

■



Today’s Questions
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● Distance Learning: CDE Guidance
○

■

■

■



Today’s Questions

18

● Distance Learning: CDE Guidance
○

○ https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/appendix1.asp#six

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/appendix1.asp#six


Today’s Questions
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● Distance Learning: Special Education
○

○

■

■

■



Today’s Questions
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● Distance Learning: Special Education
○

○

○



Next Steps
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●

●

●

●

●

●

●



Gratitude

22



Planning and Information Sources

23



Communications

24



Social Distancing

25

Non-Essential Large Gatherings Canceled through March 31:
- Assemblies, both indoor and outdoor
- Field Trips, both one-day and overnight
- School or District affiliated Student Travel 
- Performances and Concerts
- Evening Gatherings at schools (inc. open houses, and fundraisers)
- Athletic Events that require travel or hosting outside community
- Staff Events, professional development, and business-related travel 

Essential Activities Continue:
- Classroom education, including lunch, PE, recess, and after-school 
- District offices and facilities remain open
- On campus athletics practices and performing arts rehearsals
- March 14 SAT test 
- District and School-Based Meetings (Staff, SSC, PTA, Board, Committees)

Some Meetings May Eventually be Held Online:
- Brown/Greene Act meetings require advance notice and public access


