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1. BUSD Coronavirus Response Timeline
2. Extension of the School Closure Until June 15, 2020
3. Planning in Progress

a. Zoom
b. Technology Access
c. Distance Learning Enrichment
d. Instructional Assistants
e. Summer 2020
f. Fall 2020

BUSD COVID-19 UPDATES



Confirmed Cases
 March 11 > March 25 > April 22 
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2 > 11 > 46 Berkeley Cases
0 > 0 > 1 death

3 > 124 > 1195  Alameda County Cases 
0 > 2 > 42 deaths

157  > 2,660 > 35,500 California Cases
4 > 58 > 1285 deaths

938 > 60,115 > 811,000 US Cases
30 > 827 > 43,800 deaths



BUSD - Coronavirus Timeline
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February: Coronavirus in China and on Cruise Ships

Feb 3 BUSD flu season message first mentions coronavirus
Feb 6 BUSD shares travel advisory about coronavirus
Feb 27 BUSD message about COVID-19 and handwashing
Feb 28 BUSD Handwashing posters distributed 



BUSD Coronavirus Timeline
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BUSD Response to Coronavirus/COVID in the Bay Area
March 2 First Alameda COVID-19; BUSD message re guidance
March 3 First Berkeley resident (return from Italy) diagnosed
March 4 BUSD “Cover your cough” posters distributed
March 5 BUSD and City of Berkeley Joint EOC Meeting
March 6 BUSD message re school cleaning, closure scenarios
March 10 BUSD cancels large events and field trips
March 11 BUSD/CoB Presentation to Board of Education
March 12 BUSD decision to close schools 3/13 and 3/16
March 16 Bay Area Shelter-in-Place Order



Coronavirus Timeline
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Extension of Shelter in Place / Plans for Distance Learning

March 16 All School Campuses Closed
March 16 Meal Program & Home Learning Resources launch
March 18 Chromebook Distribution begins
March 21 BUSD message to Community re Resources
March 24 BUSD message re Distance Learning
March 25 Shelter-in-Place extended to May 1
March 25 Report to Board / Distance Learning
March 26 Distance Learning Plan Shared Widely
March 30 Spring Break week (meals still provided)



Coronavirus Timeline
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Extension of School Facility Closures

April 1 Governor Newsom & CDE:  Likely no return to school
April 2 BUSD message includes grading, graduation guidance
April 6 BUSD Distance Learning Program launch
April 7 Bay Area COE recommend extending school closure 
April 7 BUSD suspension of Zoom
April 9 BUSD Town Hall with 500 participants online
April 13 BUSD Town Hall FAQs shared; Google Meet trainings
April 14 Governor Newsom’s Guidelines for Reopening
April 22 Berkeley and Bay Area Counties require Face Coverings



Protecting Each Other
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State and 
Local 
Government

April 7, 2020

County Offices of 
Education 
Announce 
Alignment on 
Extension of 
Campus Closures
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Item 12.1.1

The Superintendent requests that the Board of Education 
close school facilities for the remainder of the school year. 
In the event that the Alameda County Public Health Officer 
indicates that schools may re-open, this decision will be 
re-visited.

Request for Board Action
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Guidance
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Planning In Progress

Zoom

● Working directly with engineers and executives from Zoom and Clever
● Designing a Single Sign On solution to Zoom security issues
● Receiving feedback about Google Meet 
● Will receive our next software patch from Zoom on Monday
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Planning In Progress

Technology Access

● Additional chromebooks have been purchased, with our next distribution to 
reach PK families

● Hotspots
○ Purchasing these devices has been challenging
○ We now have 130 hotspots on order, and anticipate our first 

deliveries to families as early as next week
○ Distribution will take place at the direction of school principals and 

OFEE, who have direct knowledge of families’ needs
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Planning In Progress

Distance Extended-Time Program

● As a next step in the development of our BUSD Distance Learning Plan, 
we are currently working to design a distance learning version of our 
Extended Time programs, BEARS and LEARNS

● This design will aim to provide additional online interaction with BEARS 
and LEARNS staff

● Planning is currently focused on academic support, with additional 
enrichment activities in music, physical activity, and social interaction

● Conversations with our labor partners will be necessary
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Planning In Progress

Instructional Assistants

● We are currently in discussion with BCCE about Instructional Assistants’ 
roles in distance learning, and hope to bring IA’s back to work in 1-2 
weeks

● Currently focusing on providing supplemental online interaction with 
students, as well as additional support for Special Education teachers

● Technology distribution and training support from the district
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Planning In Progress

Summer, 2020

● We have a preliminary planning group identified, and will develop a formal 
work group by next week

● Options for summer learning can include
○ Distance learning versions of our standard summer offerings: 

Special Education Extended School Year (ESY), BEARS, and high 
school credit recovery

○ Ongoing distance learning for unduplicated students
○ Partnerships with local summer providers
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Planning In Progress

Fall, 2020

● We will also create a formal work group to plan for the Fall of 2020
● Options will likely include

○ Studies to adjust school capacities to account for social 
distancing requirement

○ Modified school schedules
○ Hybrid “blended learning” designs that mix distance learning 

with some on-campus instruction
○ Contingency plans for additional school facilities closures
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We Are Committed to Feedback 
and Ongoing Improvement

We offer a special acknowledgement 
to our BUSD students and families, whose lives have been 

upended as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic 

BUSD will do everything in our power 
to support our community!
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Item 12.1.1

The Superintendent requests that the Board of Education 
close school facilities for the remainder of the school year. 
In the event that the Alameda County Public Health Officer 
indicates that schools may re-open, this decision will be 
re-visited.

Request for Board Action


