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LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: La Canada High School 7/8 Grade Level: 7
Texthook: HiMH Science Dimensions HMH
Author Title Publisher
9 2 . : Score
Superior Strong Limited Very Weak
Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in X 9

which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the X 5
three dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject mafter is explained or otherwise X 2
revealed in the texthook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended X 1
grade leve! for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after X 1
a topic is taught.

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rates the X 1
degree and quality of the interactivity of that companent.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to

5 A . . X 1
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively; Communicate effectively, Lear how fo
learn; Reason absiractly; Construct viable arguments and X 2
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format X 1
Appropriate for students with special needs and X 9
English learners
OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK X o
COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)
[ Date | | Signature | | Print Name ]

03/19/2020 Mary Yu Mary Yu

§:3K-12 Textbeok Rating Form for Adoptions2.doc
12/6/2018 (rc)



LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: La Canada High School

Grade Level:

8

Textbook: DiSpezio,
Frank,QOkoro,Heithaus

CA HMH Science Dimensions

HmMH

Author

Title

Publisher

3
Superior

Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomenalproblems and the
three dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a siudent knows before, during, or after
a topic is taught.

Quality of Technological interactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think ¢rifically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively, Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBCOK

A1

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

simon constantinides

3/27/19

simon constantinides

Date Signature

SAK-12 Texthook Rating Form for Adoptions2.dac
12/6/2018 (rc)

Print Name




LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

. Grad_e Level: q’ '
HMH Gt B‘_VT%PM&LM %ﬁ% Zjému}

3 2 1 i S
Superior Strong Limited Very Weak core
Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in ;
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS, >( Z

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomenalproblems and the ><
three dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,

Disciplinary Core |deas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how

thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise ><
revealad in the textbook.

L

Utitity of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:

Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended ]
grade level {or the majority of instructors, ><

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materigls designed (
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after K

a topic is taught.

Quality of Technoiogical Interactivity: Rates the L
. degree and quality of the interactivity of that component, X g

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that conlain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific >< 1
skilis and knowledge. Has a hands on component,

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
callaboratively; Communicate effectively; Leam how to
leam; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrefe knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or

><

analyze models.
User Friendly Format >< g
f
Appropeiate for students with special needs and 7
English Jeamners 5 >< )~

OVER-ALL RATING CF TEXTBOCK i' (y
MENTS: (U@eme side if necessary.)

Vil O W v™

Signature Print Name

SAK-12 Textbnok Rating Form for Adoptions2 doe
32572018 fre)



LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: LCHS 7/8

Grade Level:

8

Textbook: California HMH Science Dimensions

HMH

Author

Title

Publisher

3
Superior

2
Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

X

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the
three dimensions {Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook,

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade leve! for the majerity of instructors,

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
a topic is taught.

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to pracice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively; Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason absiractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models,

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
Engtish learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

3/24/2020 Andrew Arthur

Andrew Arthur

Date Signature

S1K-12 Texthook Rating Form for Adoptions2 doc
12/6/2018 (rc)
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LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: La Canada High School 7/8

Grade Level:

Textbook: TCl Bring Science Alive!

TCI

Author

Title

Publisher

3
Superior

Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

Three-Dimensional Leatning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the
three dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
a topic is taught.

Quality of Technological interactivity: Rafes the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively; Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

total

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

| Date | | Signature

Print Name

03/19/2020 Mary Yu

5:K-12 Textbook Rating Form: for Adoptions2.doc
12/6/2018 (rc)

Mary Yu




LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: LCHS 7/8

Grade Levei:

Textbook: TCl

TCl

Author

Title

Puhlisher

3
Superior

Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

3

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomenarproblems and the
three dimensions {Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rafe how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
a topic is taught.

Quatity of Technologicat Interactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed fo
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skilis and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively; Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-worid situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

14

21

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

| 31820 [ |

simon constantinides

simon constantinides

5:AK-12 Textbook Rating Form for Adoptions2 doc
12/6/2018 {rc)




LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: LCHS 7/8 Grade Level: 8

Textbook: TCI Bring Science Alive

Teachers Curmriculum Institute

Author Title

Publisher

3 2
Superior Strong

1
Limited

0

Very Weak Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in X
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the X
three dimensions {Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise X
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
a topic is taught.

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rates the X
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materiais that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively; Communicate effsctively; Learn how fo
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and X
critique the reascning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format X

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK X

1Y

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

3/24/2020 Andrew Arthur

Andrew Arthur

Date Signature
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LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

| TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

.Schoo!: L ; A Gra(;e Level. . V*f’
Textbook: /%m) Mw«m ﬁﬁw Toathars Gorvivlionn.
‘Author Publisher c}uc,f-—hl‘l(/
3 2 1 0
Superior Strong Limited Very Weak e

Degree of Alignmant to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the texthook aligns to the NGSS.

X

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/prablems and the
three dimensions {Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

X

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potentia! utility of an object at the infended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
lo determine what a student knows before, during, or after
a fopic is taught.

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rales the
.Egree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has & hands on component,

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
coltaboratively; Communicate effectively; Leamn how to
leam; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critigue the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skifls fo real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English leamers

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

TS (Use reverse side if necessary.)

ac, ?0 A[M/MA/

S:AK-12 Texwbook Rating Form for Adaptions2. doc
32872019 {rc}
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LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: LCHS 7/8

Grade Level:

Textbook: Stemscopes CA NGSS 3D

8

Stemscopes

Author

Title

Publisher

3
Superior

Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the
three dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
a topic is taught.

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

R S I

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowiedge. Has a hands on component.

N

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively, Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills fo real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

3/24/2020 Andrew Arthur

Andrew Arthur

Date Signature

SAK-12 Textbeok Rating Form for AdopGens2.dec
12/6/2018 (1<)

Print Name




LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

Schoal: LCHS 718

Grade Level:

Textbook: STEMscopes

Author

Title

Publisher

3
Superior

Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns fo the NGSS.

3

Three-Dimensionaf Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the
three dimensions {Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core ldeas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook,

Utitity of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
& topic is taught.

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity fo practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems: Work
collaboratively; Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

14

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

Date | ]

Signature

Print Name

S:AK-12 Textbook Rating Form for Adoptions2.doc
12/6/2018 (rc)




LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

L.C

School:

Grade Level: .:{L
Textbook RS LoRes
Author Tie Publisher
3 2 i 0 Scor
Superior Strong Limited Very Weak s

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degreein
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS,

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the texibook includes the phenomena/problems and the
tnree dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutting Concepts).

A
A

Quelity of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
theroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed {o Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the infended
grade level for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials dasigned
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
2 {opic is laught.

Quality of Technological inferactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of fhe interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity fo practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowiedge. Has a hands on component.

QOpportunities for Deeper Learming:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
collaboratively, Communicate effectively; Learn how to
leam; Reason abstractly; Consfruct viable arguments and
criique the reasoning of others; Apply discrate knowledge
and skills to real-wortd situations; Construct, use, or
analyze models.

User Friendly Format

R D il ol Valla

Appropriate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

& R

CO 7 (Use rcverse side if necessary.)

é La Ny DU

Lwerne v

Signature

Print Name



LA CANADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TEXTBOOK RATING FORM

School: La Canada High School 7/8

Grade Level:

Textbook: Stemscopes

Stemscopedia

Accelerate Learning

Author

Tifle

Publisher

3
Superior

Strong

1
Limited

0
Very Weak

Score

Degree of Alignment to Standards: Rate the degree in
which the textbook aligns to the NGSS.

Three-Dimensional Learning: Rate the degree in which
the textbook includes the phenomena/problems and the
three dimensions (Science and Engineering Practices,
Disciplinary Core Ideas, Cross Cutfing Concepts).

Quality of Explanation of the Subject Matter: Rate how
thoroughly the subject matter is explained or otherwise
revealed in the textbook.

Utility of Materials Designed to Support Teaching:
Evaluates the potential utility of an object at the intended
grade evel for the majority of instructors.

Quality of Assessments: Evaluates materials designed
to determine what a student knows before, during, or after
& topic is taught,

Quality of Technological Interactivity: Rates the
degree and quality of the interactivity of that component.

Quality of Instruction and Practice Exercises:
Evaluates materials that contain exercises designed to
provide an opportunity to practice and strengthen specific
skills and knowledge. Has a hands on component.

Opportunities for Deeper Learning:

Think critically and solve complex problems; Work
coliaboratively; Communicate effectively; Learn how to
learn; Reason abstractly; Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others; Apply discrete knowledge
and skills to real-world situations; Construct, use, or
analyze maodels.

User Friendly Format

Approptiate for students with special needs and
English learners

OVER-ALL RATING OF TEXTBOOK

23
fotal

COMMENTS: (Use reverse side if necessary.)

L Date | |

Signature

Print Name

—

03/19/2020 Mary Yu

3:K.-12 Textbook Rating Form for Adoptions2 doc
12/6/2018 (rc)

Mary Yu



Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Textbook Adoption
Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Language Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on J anuary
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

X __Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8)

1 Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (6-8)

X Delta Education (6-8)
X STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

X = Unsuitable.

Name: __Sugi Sorensen Child’s grade level:__7th

Comments:

Of the four curricula listed above, only the TCI "Bring Science Alive!" seems adequate.
Delta Educatron FOSS and STEMscopes have consumable student resource journals

contained screntlflc errors. HMH's "Science Dimensions California" is a mess
organrzatronally - there appear to be too many different resources, there are too

Salrent science content was missing as well Lastly, HMH s Teacher S Gurde seems so
complrcated and time consuming that it would be burdensome on teachers and I suspect
and
activities are engaging, seems the worst of the Iot on the whole. Given the CA Dept of
Education's NGSS-aligned textbook adoption list was just published on 11/09/18, pius
most of these curricula are new, and none seems great, | advise not adopting any of
them and waiting another year. EdReports plans to have an evaluation of NGSS-aligned
science curricula released in the near future (see:
https:/iwww.edreports.org/resources/article/keeping-the-promise-of-science-education )




Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Textbook Adoption
Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Language Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on J anuary
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

2 L’I Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8)

=+ | / Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (6-8)

# & Delta Education (6-8)
4 2  STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: Child’s grade levelzﬁ) M] <? M

Comments:
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Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Texthook Adoption

Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Language Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on J anuary
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

_-)_ Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8) (A D mensisna
_ | Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (6-8)

2 Delta Education (6-8) ~ " .54,

_L+ STEMscopes CA NGSS 2D

Name: P[ﬂ i1 0”:5 —T o Child’s grade level: 2

Comments:
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Parent Input Form for 77/8 Science Textbook Adoption
Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Language Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on J anuary
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

£ Houghton Mifilin Harcourt Publishin Company (6-8
| Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (6-8

£ g‘ Delta Education (6~8)
ZI_-#STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: gﬁww"ﬁ“f @CC& Child’s grade level: i

Comments:
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Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Textbook Adoption
Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Langunage Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on J anuary
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

£ Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8
Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (6-8
52 Delta Education (6-8)
% STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: fAV /Vlfﬂb{/ ﬂﬁf/ A’ Child’s grade levelzi

Comments:




Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Textbook Adoption
Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Language Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on J anuary
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

44 _Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8)

i  Teachers’ Curricylum Institute (6-8)
4  Delta Education (6-8)

4% _STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: m@_&m@e\/\ Child’s grade level: . D.QL.

Comments:
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Parent Input Form for /8 Science Textbook Adoption

Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your time to
review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is important to us and
will be shared with the committee prior to making the final recommendation for adoption.

Educators look for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of alignment to
NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support teaching, assessments,
technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises, user-friendly format,
appropriateness for students with special needs and English Language Learners, ete.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as #4 and
write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials digitally, you may
review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on January 25th from 4:00 p.m. -
8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

__4__Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8)
__1__Teachers’ Curriculum Institute {6-8)

_ 3 Delta Education (6-8)

2 STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: Pin Chen Child's gradelevel:_ 7

Comments:

The TCI program explains scientific topics pedagogically, starting with discussions of

familiar, relevant phenomena and progressing to core material. It offers plenty of
illustrations that elucidate the scientific concepts. It strikes a good balance between

inetersting examples/background and rigorous core material.

STEMScope is the mast concise of the four programs. It provides good explanations of
scientific concepts in a rigorous manner. However, the print quality is less
attractive/glossy, and I wonder if some students might find this program a bit dry.

FOSS gives great weight to historical discussions. Although such discussions do

provide interesting background, the disproportionate amount probably drowns out the

core scientific material,

I rank HMH the lowest because its explanations of coneepts are terse and not
pedagogical.




Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Textbook Adoption
Dear Parent,

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Educators ook for the following features to rate textbooks for quality: Degree of
alignment to NGSS standards, explanation of the subject matter, materials to support
teaching, assessments, technological interactivity, practice and homework exercises,
user-friendly format, appropriateness for students with special needs and English
Language Learners, etc.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on January
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

4 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-
! _ Teachers’ Curriculum Institute {6-8}
Z__Delta Education (6-8) { Fo5S Mox? Gcn )
3 _STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: _ﬁfNA é‘ JE I\j Child’s grade level: 2

!

Comments:
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Parent Input Form for 7/8 Science Textbook Adoption X\lj S‘N

Dear Parent, \ \J,ﬂ {;‘%:;}

Thank you for your interest in Science textbook adoption process. We appreciate your
time to review instructional materials and provide input to the staff. Your input is
important to us and will be shared with the committee prior to making the final
recommendation for adoption.

Please rank the textbooks below marking the one you liked the most as #1 to the least as
#4 and write any comments you may have. If you are unable to review these materials
digitally, you may review the hard copy of the materials at the District office on January
25th from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or January 28 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

3 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company (6-8)
_1-BEST___ Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (6-8)

2 Delta Education (6-8)

4 STEMscopes CA NGSS 3D

Name: Joshua Gottheim Child’s grade level:__ 3

Comments:
My twins are in 3” grade and will be using these materials in 3-4 years.

| reviewed all four sets of instructional materials at the District Office on 1/28/19. The TCI
textbooks provided a rich and thorough presentation of the material with far more depth and
substance than the other publishers. The HMH and Delta/FOSS materials were a distant
second in depth and richness of science content. Stemscopes was weakest in science content
and seemed more focused on worksheet writing exercises than on learning about science.

From my experience over the past five years coaching LCUSD kids (Grades 4-8) in after-school
Science Olympiad programs, | believe that most kids are naturally curious and want to learn
interesting science facts and explanations about our natural environment and the larger
universe. While it's a great idea to integrate some writing exercises with learning about science,
many students (especially among our high-performing LCUSD student population) will lose
interest if the science is too watered-down and writing exercises become a plodding chore
involving little scientific content.

See also this commentary made recently (on these Grade 7/8 NGSS materials) by JPL
Engineer and LCUSD parent Sugi Sorensen:



"At least two of the finalist curricula are constructivist science curricula where students
and the lessons are 'inquiry based' and students are expected to 'construct’ their own
meanings based on observation, and their prior understanding and experience. Most
learning is done in groups or at minimum with a partner and teachers do not teach new
knowledge, they guide students in coming to understandings themselves or in their
group. While this pedagogy works well with science labs or in other knowledge domains,
it is extremely inefficient and fraught with peril when used as the primary method for
teaching science. This is because most scientific principles are non-intuitive and
attempting to derive principles or universal laws based on mere observation are either
over simplified or erroneous. Consider how mankind held to the Ptolemaic view of our
solar system (i.e. the Earth is the center of the Universe) or the Aristotelean explanation
of falling objects (i.e. heavier objects fall faster than lighter objects) for thousands of
years. As to whether constructivism as an educational theory is effective, | suggest you
read 'Why Minimal Guidance During Instruction Does Not Work: An Analysis of the
Failure of Constructivist, Discovery, Problem-Based, Experiential, and Inquiry-Based
Teaching' by Paul A. Kirschner, John Sweller, & Richard E. Clark, Educational
Psychologist, Volume 41:2, 2008. [
https./iww.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1207/s15326985ep4102 171"

Thank you. --Joshua Gottheim, LCUSD Parent



