San Rafael City Schools Response
to the 2015-2016 Marin County Civil Grand Jury Report
Marin Public Schools Fail to Beat Bullies

FINDINGS

F1:

F2:

F3:

Bullying is a problem in Marin middle and high schools. Marin ranked above the State
average overall in incidents for the 2011-13 school years and for two of the three grade
levels surveyed in CHKS.

Response: Agree
Marin County schools do not fully comply with California anti-bullying law.

Response: Partially disagree. There may be some schools that need to update their
policies in accordance with the law. However, we can confirm that San
Rafael City Schools are in compliance at each of our school sites. Student
safety is our top priority and our staff have received training to respond
to bullying in accordance with Board Policies and state guidelines.

Most schools do not have a direct link on their website home page to their anti-bullying
policies and procedures.

Response: Agree
Please note, San Rafael City Schools have added direct links on all school websites to anti-
bullying policies and procedures.

RECOMMENDATIONS

R1:

R2:

Each school in the district should review its policies and procedures to ensure full
compliance with the requirements of Seth’s law.

Response: Agree

Requirements related to Seth’s Law have been implemented in San Rafael City
Schools programs. We have adopted policies based on the California School
Boards Association (CSBA). Extensive legal review has verified compliance with
the law. Additionally, we review with each school these policies/ procedures,
including with students, families, and staff on an annual basis.

Each school in the district should review its policies and procedures to ensure that
complainants are protected from retaliation and that their identities remain confidential
as appropriate.

Response: Agree
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R3:

R4:

R5:

R6:

San Rafael City Schools ensures that complainants remain confidential as
outlined within our policies and procedures. Bullying prevention policies and
procedures are reviewed both at our District Office and school sites.

Each school in the district should adequately publicize its anti-bullying policies and
procedures through its website, including a direct link on the website’s home page to
the information (not simply linking to a lengthy student handbook, but directly to the anti-
bullying policy and procedures themselves).

Response:

San Rafael City Schools’ each have a button to directly publicize our anti-bulling
policies and complaint procedures. These links include information on step-by-
step guidelines and contact information.

All procedures and forms for filing a bullying complaint, including an anonymous
complaint, should be available on the school’s website.

Response:

San Rafael City Schools is in compliance with this recommendation.

Each school in the district’s website should provide the option to complete and submit
bullying complaints online.

Response:

Currently, each of our school site websites have information regarding bullying
complaint procedures. San Rafael City Schools next steps to improve our
procedures include researching and addressing security and confidentiality
concerns with submitting online complaints electronically. Further research is
required in order to better understand the legal and technical requirements
with completing and submitting online complaints.

Each school in the district should review its student and parent education programs to
ensure they are relevant and current. Schools should consider using the No Bully
Solution Team process that has been reported to be highly successful, or another
equivalent program.

Response:

The No Bully Solution Team process has been explored and used by San Rafael
City Schools in past years. We have made progress towards bullying prevention
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by implementing a robust Restorative Practices program in combination with
our Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBIS).

Additionally, we have several anti-bullying programs in partnership with
Beyond Differences: 1) a prevention program centered around lunchtime
titled, No One Eats Alone; 2) Be Kind On-line awareness program; and 3) we are
initiating a new inclusion program entitled Know your Classmate. These are
just a few of the strategies employed to create positive school cultures in San
Rafael City Schools. Further, each school site also has specific examples of
programs to eradicate bullying in our schools, such as Capturing Kids Hearts,
and the ICAN program at our middle schools.

San Rafael City Schools also publicizes and encourages staff participation in
countywide professional development for educators. In addition, we publicize
parent information and training workshops several times a year. Topics include
teen sexting, digital abuse, student mental health, online behavior, best
practices for serving transgender students, Marin Teen Girl Conference and
other issues related to the of safety of our students.

Additionally, San Rafael City Schools students, parents, teachers, and staff
participate in countywide bullying prevention activities and professional
development by the Marin County Office of Education. Often these trainings
are in collaboration with community partner organizations, agencies and
individuals including No Bully® to prevent and respond to bullying and
harassment.

Partner agencies include:

e The Marin School/Law Enforcement Partnership

e Beyond Differences (*Superintendent Watenpaugh — Board Chair)

e National Equity Project

e Center for Domestic Peace

e Youth Leadership Institute

e Dr. Dora Dome (an education law practitioner who annually provides
professional development training in Marin regarding bulling and other equity
related issues)

e Jeannette Prandi Children’s Center

e Michael Pritchard (internationally known keynote and motivational speaker with
an anti-bullying message focused on the social/emotional health of youth

e Marin County Youth Court

e YMCA Restorative Practices and After-School Training

e Canal Alliance Youth Support Programs



