Out with the Old, in with the New Tracking Progress

Former state tests in English Language Arts and Math have been replaced by It’s a beginning: Previous state tests
Smarter Balanced summative assessments. measured different skills, so the scores can’t be
compared. Think of this year’s score as a baseline
The new test is engaging, interactive, and uniguely accessible with questions for assessing progress next year.
that require high level thinking, look like real life problems, and are similar to
classroom work. Most important, it provides information that informs action It’s a transition: This isn’t just a new test; it's
in the classroom. a system of new teaching, new curriculum, & new
materials. As students spend more time with the
e L LR ELEEEEERREEEES new approach, they will demonstrate greater
Sample Mathematics Test Item: Old vs. New understanding. In these early years, results may
y show that fewer students have the skills we want
“ Sotve forx. I g o mch rol. ke con . el ot ks bt | them to master. But that’s ok; the important thing
¢ % “ % . :1“;3:.&::::!:;:;1:;:533:::;::::;;ﬁ:;.::;:;";;i;';;;ﬂ“- is that we are on a path of continual improvement.
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® 72 It’s useful information: oOur teachers will
receive useful information for planning your child’s
® 93 education and you will know where support for
® 9% improvement is needed.
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Sample English Language Arts Test Item: Old vs. New @.h B o
Which ¢ d Read the sentences from the passage.
ich two words are synonyms
for heap? yneny As he neared the hollow tree he heard a growing ard
hum. H de a similar noi d h
® vie two bees land on his bear sut.
@ What does the use of the word similar suggest? Pick
row two choices.
t the Standard
© corner O Coyote was surprised and made an unusual sound.
O The sound Coyote made was meant to calm the bees.
@ mound [m] g:ayl;te made a sound like a bear growling to tease
e bees.
O The sound Coyote made blended in with the sound
© pettern ofthe bees. @. Met the Standard
O The sound Coyote made was very loud to scare
away the bees.
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