
Out with the Old, in with the New 

Former state tests in English Language Arts and Math have been replaced by 

Smarter Balanced summative assessments. 

The new test is engaging, interactive, and uniquely accessible with questions 

that require high level thinking, look like real life problems, and are similar to  

classroom work.  Most important, it provides information that informs action 

in the classroom. 

 

Tracking Progress 

It’s a beginning: Previous state tests 

measured different skills, so the scores can’t be 

compared. Think of this year’s score as a baseline 

for assessing progress next year.   

It’s a transition: This isn’t just a new test; it’s 

a system of new teaching, new curriculum, & new 

materials. As students spend more time with the 

new approach, they will demonstrate greater 

understanding. In these early years, results may 

show that fewer students have the skills we want 

them to master. But that’s ok; the important thing 

is that we are on a path of continual improvement.  

 

It’s useful information: Our teachers will 

receive useful information for planning your child’s 

education and you will know where support for 

improvement is needed.   

 

 

 
Achievement  Levels 

LEVEL 

4 Exceeded the Standard 

LEVEL 

3 Met the Standard 

LEVEL 

2 Nearly Met the Standard 

LEVEL 

1 Has Not Met the Standard 

 


