Paso Robles Joint Unified School District

REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE BOARD

Date
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Residence Address

Phone

I wish to speak to the Board of Trustees at this meeting.
I would like to speak on the following item(s) on the meeting agenda:
(Note: You will have an opportunity to speak during the scheduled discussion on this topic.)

Agenda Item:
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I would like to speak regarding an item that is NOT on the agenda.
(Note: You will have an opportunity to speak as indicated on the agenda.)

Topic:

Instructions:
1.

Please give this form to the Board Clerk.

2.

You will be asked to limit your remarks to 3 minutes in accordance with Board
Bylaw 9323. (There is a 20-minute total limit for public input on any one
subject/item.)

3.

It is not appropriate to discuss complaints regarding district personnel at a public
Board meeting. If you have a complaint, you are encouraged to follow the
Complaint Procedure as outlined in District Policy. Please contact the
Superintendent's Office (769-1000, x30104) for a copy of this procedure.

The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.
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2.
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The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.

PRPE Comments to PRJUSD School Board 1/26/21
Hello All, There are many changes since your last regular meeting and that seems to be
the only constant we have. Obviously the 7-11 Committee recommendations are one of
the hot button issues. I know the recommendation is to close Georgia Brown but there
are many related issues that revolve around the mitigation of that possible closure. First
and foremost is that elementary school boundaries will have to be redrawn and this will
probably affect the entire district. There are also issues related to transportation and
emergency services because that would leave only one elementary school on the west
side and none north of 17th street. There are also a myriad of issues related to the current

temporary Speck campus. I will make follow up comments related to this under Agenda
Item 12.
As far as the budget goes, there is really nothing but good news for next year. As far as
the governor's $2B incentive plan goes nothing is settled. The 2/1/21 deadline for
completion of negotiations is unreasonable and our state affiliates (CFT and CTA) expect
that date to change. In addition, the $2B figure is uncertain because as we all know the
legislature will change proposals and the $2B Governor's Plan has not been approved by
the legislature nor has the Governor's proposed budget for the 2021-2022 fiscal year been
debated or approved. We know that the "sausage making" that occurs every year will not
require an approved budget until June 15.2021. Moreover, there is still the May Revise
that will include budget information that is unknown at this time that could possibly
include increased revenues based on the April 15, 2021 tax filing deadline. Finally, as far
as the new Federal money is concerned we still do not know what strings may be attached
to that amount that Ed Source estimates will be approximately $4.75M for PRJUSD.
Thank you for all the work that you are doing and I want to reiterate that PRPE stands
ready to collaborate on solutions in all of the challenges we face as a district, and we look
forward to our next negotiations session of Friday January 29th. Jim Lynett PRPE
Executive Director.

PUBLIC COMMENT REPORT {F3)
Justin Pickard, PRPE President
The challenges that we face as a district are ever-present, and one of the most daunting to remedy is
rearing its head tonight when you address the report by the 7-11 Committee. Like many districts in
California enrollment is a crucial variable for the viability and sustainability of our public education
system. Enrollment will continue to have a large impact on us as we navigate the myriad of challenges
that oftentimes are out of our control; such as affordable housing and employment opportunities for
families. As a district and community, we need to address this now. Now is the time to come together to
engage in meaningful discu ssion and planning, to take input from all stakeholders and develop a
roadmap that will not only takes us through the pandemic, but lead us onto a path of reinventing and
redefining who we are and what we offer the students and families in our community.
In reviewing the 7-11 Committee report, I have a hard time accepting the fourth recommendation in full.
As much as I dislike the idea of having to close a school site, the factors the committee had to review in
coming to its conclusion don't paint a great picture for our future especially in our current economic
situation. My issue with it comes from the end of the reco mmendation that Georgia Brown be named
the site for closure. The physical site's age, capacity, condition and renovation cost may show that it's
the most feasible to close based on those factors, but I strongly disagree that those are the only factors
that should go into making this decision. The community impact by closing, moving, or redistributing
Georgia Brown may have longer lasting effects than the dollars and cents that we see in the report
today.
In addition to other factors that need to go into the decision of closing an elementary site, I'm
co ncerned with the process that the committee took to garner input from the community per the
charge. Looking over the meeting minutes I see opportunities for public comment, with little
participation from the community taking place. This is concerning on two levels; one it does not appear
as though our community as a whole was aware of the process to participate, and two the method in
which public input could be given was not one that best serves the demographic population that
Georgia Brown serves. We need to be sure that the feedback we are given is authentic and truly
represents our community. I understand the process of our board in simply accepting this report from
the committee. I ask that as we move forward all stakeholders are able to communicate their concerns
and input. Our families, teachers, staff, and surrounding co mmunity service centers, should all have a
chance to come to the table on this matter. We can use this opportunity to create a stronger district
that serves the needs of all its students, but we can only do so when all voices are heard.
Justin Pickard
PRPE President
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Jennifer Gaviola <jjgaviola@pasoschools.org>
To: Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>
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Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at 6: 11 PM
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Jen Gaviola ,,
Deputy Superintendent
Paso Robles U_nified School District
Sent from my iPhone

Confidentiality notice: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed and may contain privileged information, confidential and exempt
from disclosure under applicable laws. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please return the message via return email immediately and delete the message and reply
message from ycursystem; Thank you.
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Fr m: Fatima Cervantes <fatima13cervan~es@gmail.com>
Dae: January 26, 2021 at 5:47:18 PM P
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Su iect: Board meeting 1/26/21
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I am Fatima Cervantes and I am an alumni of Georgia Brown, my brother is as well and I have cousins that
are going there now.
I do understand why they are considering shutting down Georgia Brown. It was always something that was
said even when I was a student there.
I am here to tell you that that is a mistake. That is the only dual-immersion school. Because if this school I
was able to better myself in English and in Spanish. I get told many times that my English is very good, that
I don't have an accent, and I get told the same thing when I speak Spanish. Even though I come form a
Spanish speaking home, not all Spanish speaking homes teach their kids how to write or read Spanish.
This is also a good school for Spanish speaking parents because they get the security to be able to voice
their concerns to their students teachers.
When I graduated high school the valedictorian was a Georgia Brown alumni. The valedictorian was also an
alumni the year before and after I graduated. I don't know if that is a coincidence but it seems like a very
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=98489d99b9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 16900040814 77715969&simpl=msg-f%3A 16900040814...
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strong factor when it comes to the power that this schools holds later in the years.
Thank you once again!
Fatima Cervantes

Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>
To: jjgaviola@pasoschools.org

Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at 6: 11 PM

KIM HOLMES
Interim Executive Assistant to the Superintendent
Paso Robles Public Schools
800 Niblick Road - Paso Robles, CA 93446
(805) 769-1000 ext 10301
kholmes@pasoschools.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=98489d99b9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 16900040814 77715969&simpl=msg-f%3A 16900040814...
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I wish to speak to the Board of Trustees at this meeting.

I would like to speak on the following item(s) on the meeting agenda:
(Note: You will have an opportunity to speak during the scheduled discussion on this topic.)
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I would like to speak regarding an item that is NOT on the agenda.
(Note: You will have an opportunity to speak as indicated on the agenda.)

Topic:

Instructions:
1.

Please give this form to the Board Clerk.

2.

You will be asked to limit your remarks to 3 minutes in accordance with Board
Bylaw 9323. (There is a 20-minute total limit for public input on any one
subject/item.)

3.

It is not appropriate to discuss complaints regarding district personnel at a public
Board meeting. If you have a complaint, you are encouraged to follow the
Complaint Procedure as outlined in District Policy. Please contact the
Superintendent's Office (769-1000, x30104) for a copy of this procedure.

The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.
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Fwd: Public Comment Open Session i.2
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BreAnne Cerda <info@pasoschools.org>
To: Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>, Jennifer Gaviola <jjgaviola@pasoschools.org>
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Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at 8:19 AM
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____ /__ Forwarded messag~ --------F om: Raleigh Delk <raleifddelk@sbcglobal.net>
D te: Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at?:33 AM
Subject: Public Comrnefit Open Session i.2
To: info@pasosc' ools.org <info@pasoschools.org>
Hello, my name is Raleigh. I'm writing to address the mentiom of the potential closure of Georgia Brown Elementary in the
Surplus Property Advisory Committee's report. I agree with the argument against closing the school based on the
successful dual immersion program. If anything bilingual programs should be expanded throughout the district.
As the decision process moves forward, I believe any committees involved need to accurately represent the
demographics of the district and Georgia Brown. Direct outreach and discussion is also important. With the majority
Hispanic student body, and considerable low income enrollment, those group's interests should be kept in mind.
Also if every other budgetary option besides school closure has not been explored, the Advisory Committee has not done
an adequate job.
Thank you,
Raleigh
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=98489d99b9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1689966875131469593&simpl=msg-f%3A 16899668751 . .
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I would like to speak regarding an item that is NOT on the agenda.
(Note: You will have an opportunity to speak as indicated on the agenda.)
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You will be asked to limit your remarks to 3 minutes in accordance with Board
Bylaw 9323. (There is a 20-minute total limit for public input on any one
subject/item.)

3.

It is not appropriate to discuss complaints regarding district personnel at a public
Board meeting. If you have a complaint, you are encouraged to follow the
Complaint Procedure as outlined in District Policy. Please contact the
Superintendent's Office (769-1000, x30104) for a copy of this procedure. .

The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.
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The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.

...--·-·---F r~mone Huls <s~huls@pasoschools.org>
Date: January 26, 2021 at 11:16:15AM PST
To: irifo@pasoschools.org
Subject: Public Comment on Proposed School Closure

Dear Members of the Board of Trustees,
I am a Speech-language pathologist in the Paso Robles school district. I am writing to
express my concerns regarding the proposed Georgia Brown school closure. I have a
PhD focused in bilingual language acquisition, and I can say with certainty that a
bilingual education is an incredible advantage to all of the district's students and that all
children can benefit from a bilingual education. While the closure of Georgia Brown
may make fiscal sense, it is short sighted and does not take into account the immense
benefits that this school provides. I find it disheartening that the board is proposing the
closure of a school whose student body is over 70% Hispanic/Latino. Many of these
students come from Spanish-speaking families and many of these families walk to
school. By proposing closure of this school, you are choosing to increase inequity in
our district and are making a decision that ignores the best interest of our students.
I would also like to directly address Chris Arend, who insists that translation of board
meetings is not necessary and that constituents should "speak in a language we can
understand." Since you are bilingual in German and English, I assume you aware that it
is possible to have good conversational command of a second language but to still
require translation of technical vocabulary. Especially when it comes to our children's
education, it is essential to understand everything that is being said in order to make
informed decisions. Your assertion that translation services would be too expensive
and your response to Spanish-language comments are insensitive to the needs of
parents in our district. I am sure that you have the best interests of our students in
mind, so I urge you to reconsider your position regarding translation services.
Thank you for your time,
Simone Huls
Speech-Language Pathologist
Winifred Pifer Elementary School
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The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.
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The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.

PRPE Comments to PRJUSD School Board 1/26/21
Commen s-on Ag

da Item 12. (7-11 Committee Report)

This s Jin Lynett aga·,n. I am now speaking as a resident, citizen and taxpayer in Paso
Robles. I .
1.3. ,~I- as hired by the district to be a 4/5 Bilingual Elementary school
teacher at Georgia Brown. I taught there until 2000 and I was a part of the district
working group that visited Dual Immersion schools in California and ultimately decided
to support the transition to a Dual Immersion Magnet program at Georgia Brown. We all
know the spectacular success enjoyed by the Dual Immersion program. It accomplished
its primary goal of better integration of all the student groups in Paso Robles and every
year we have seen long lines of parents hoping to enroll their children in the program.
The 7-11 Committee has recommended that Georgia Brown be closed. Unfortunately,
this appears to be much more a decision related to ongoing construction at the new Speck
site and not the benefit of the location of Georgia Brown. Georgia Brown is located in an
area with the most socio-economic disadvantaged and English Leamer families in the
district. I know it is a heavy lift, but I would recommend that the Speck site would be
best utilized as residential units for essential workers and the Georgia Brown site could
be modernized in phases. If you close Georgia Brown, you will essentially
disenfranchise an entire geographic section of the city, you will need significant
mitigation around transportation and the key role Georgia Brown serves as a community
service hub in Oak Park and surroundings. You will also exacerbate the critical shortfall
of Spanish speaking students who are absolutely essential to a successful Dual Immersion
program. Please pause any construction under Measure M at the Speck site until a full
evaluation of the ramifications of the closure of Georgia Brown have been publically
explored. Thank you.
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The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.
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Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>

Fwd: Today board meeting
1 message
BreAnne Cerda <info@pasoschools.org>
To: Jennifer Gaviola <jjgaviola@pasoschools.org>, Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>

Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at 8:20 AM

---------- Forwarded message--------From: yadi mendoza <yadi514@hotmail.com>
Date: Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at 7:31 AM
Subject: Today board meeting
To: info@pasoschools.org <info@pasoschools.org>

Dear Board Members,

It has come to my attention that you plan on relocating Georgia Brown Elementary to Bauer Speck Elementary. What is
your plan to emerge both schools? With already overly crowded classrooms how to do you plan on supporting the
teachers if your plan is to combine both schools? As a concerned parent I just want what is best for the students and what
would benefit them the most.
Ea·ge~ly awaiting your response,
( Yadira Mendoza
)
\
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=98489d99b9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1689966908627641771 &simpl=msg-f%3A 16899669086..
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The Board of Trustees appreciates your interest and involvement in our public schools.
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Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>

/

Fwd: rejecting'7-11 closure of GB
1 message

Tue, Jan 26, 2021 at 6:13 PM

Jennifer Gaviola <jjgaviola@pasoschools.org>
To: Kim Holmes <kholmes@pasoschools.org>

Jen Gaviola
Deputy Superintendent
Paso Robles Unified School District
Sent from my iPhone
,/

/.

Confidentiality notice: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed and may contain privileged information, confidential and exempt
from disclosure under applicable laws. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, or the employee or agent responsible'for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please return the message via return email immediately and delete the message and reply
message from your system. Thank you.
Begin forwarded-message:

/'

\

From: Colton Weaver <coltonaweaver@g 'ail.com>
Date: January 26, 2021 at 6:11 :25 PM PST
To: info@pasoschools.org
/
Subject: rejecting 7-11 closure of GB

---

,-,•

.

Hello, ~amcn~~ra~ rew up here. I've seen some concerning information about the closing of
Georgia Brown - a school in our district that is dual immersion and serves the Latino community
disproportionately.
I know these decisions are not made lightly, but this one seems a bit heavy handed and too far,
especially given the circumstances outlined above - Paso Robles needs to strive to be more diverse and
helpful for those who live here, and I feel there needs to be more deliberation and discussion with the
community, especially considering that the other schools aren't dual immersion, something I really wish I
had the opportunity to have when I went to school (at Pifer).
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