


Detailed Berkeley High School Ethnic Studies Timeline 

1990
BUSD Ethnic 
Studies 
requirement 
enacted

1993
Principal Jim 
Henderson 
hires teachers 
specifically to 
teach Ethnic 
Studies

2001
AC waives out 
of requirement 
with World 
Civilizations

2004
BIHS waives out 
of requirement 
with Global 
Studies

2018
Formation of the U9 
and schoolwide Ethnic 
Studies with common 
curriculum

2015
AC and BIHS 
teachers volunteer 
to teach Ethnic 
Studies as a one 
semester class

Between 2001-2015 Ethnic Studies 
was taught only in the small schools 
(AHA, AMPS, CAS, Green Academy)

comprising less than 25% of 
the total BHS student body



Universal 9th Grade Ethnic Studies, 1 semester 

Essential Question: Who Am I and How Do I Fit Into This Diverse 
Society?

Units: Culture, Immigration, Race

Common Assessments: Life Maps, Ethnic Culture Presentations, 
Immigration and Race Essays, Final Research Project: ‘Zine or 
Podcast

Taught By: Hive Teachers (7) + 1 MLP Section
U9 HIVE work is funded via Schools Fun and BHSDG





● Latinx Literature
● Latinx History
● African American History
● African American Literature
● African Diaspora Dance & Drumming
● Black Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology
● Black Economics
● Coming soon: Asian American & Pacific Islander Literature





BHS Student Voices: Why Ethnic Studies Matters

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1q6tRXPJA_UAaMqTzwrzu8Aq95I8qTGx9/preview




● 1 semester of Ethnic Studies is required 
for graduation

● Classes must be offered by 2025-2026; 
the mandate will come into effect in 
2029-2030

● Our existing Ethnic Studies class in 
Universal 9th grade meets the 
requirement







October - January

● Hold Listening Sessions with various stakeholder groups 
● Gather community input from families, teachers, staff, and 

community members on the vision for TK-12th grade Ethnic Studies 
in BUSD via online surveys

● Meet with administrators to gather input on what is already 
happening at sites and receive input on the vision for Ethnic Studies

● Form a network across districts to learn from what others are doing

TSA position is paid for via BSEP



November-May

● Possibly partner with Ohlone women led organization, Sogorea Te' 
Land Trust to co-create units of study for upper elementary grades

● Launch upper elementary Teacher Collectives where teams of 
teachers integrate Ethnic Studies into curriculum and pilot these units 
to increase internal capacity



December-May

● Launch a monthly opt-in Ethnic Studies professional development 
workshop series for TK-8th grade certificated and classified teaching staff

● Continue and expand the Ethnic Studies ambassador/bridge program so 
older students can teach Ethnic Studies lessons and activities in younger 
grade classrooms






