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The Honorable Phil Ting, Chair
Assembly Budget Committee
State Capitol, Room 6026
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Kevin McCarty, Chair

Assembly Budget Sub 2 Education Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 2136

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the California State Assembly
State Capitol Room 219

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Nancy Skinner, Chair
Senate Budget Chair

State Capitol, Room 5019
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable John Laird, Chair

Senate Budget Subcommittee 1 on Education
State Capitol, Room 5019

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Toni Atkins

President, Pro Tem of the California Senate
State Capitol, Room 205

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dr. Linda Darling-Hammond
State Board President

State Board of Education
1430 N Street, Room 5111
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Tony Thurmond

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
1430 N Street, Suite 5602

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901



Fund and Implement Climate Literacy for California’s K-12 Students
Dear Budget Leadership:

The Sixth Assessment Report by the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change warns that climate change has reached a “code red for humanity.” Warming temperatures
and increasing extreme weather threaten our health, air, water, food, shelter, and economic
security, posing an existential threat to humanity. The disruption from wildfires, drought, floods,
and high heat days, which are already increasing in frequency and intensity, makes it clear that
California must face the reality of climate change with a wide range of solutions. We call on the
State of California to make a $200MM investment in K-12 climate literacy, commensurate with
the $15B spent yearly on school buildings and maintenance, as a critical aspect of confronting
the destabilizing climate.

Climate change is happening now, especially impacting youth from Black, Brown, Asian,
Indigenous, and low-income communities. Facing the social and environmental disruptions
brought on by climate change, the mental health of our youth is, and will continue to be,
profoundly impacted. At the same time, climate change is dramatically influencing their most
important life decisions such as where to live, or whether or not to have children. Today’s
graduating seniors are already unable to follow the path of business-as-usual. They are already
confronted with hard decisions and we must do everything we can to support them to make them.

With Assembly Members Luz Rivas, Lisa Calderon, Chris Ward, Tasha Boerner-Horvath,
Eduardo Garcia, and Isaac Bryan, as well as Senator Dave Cortese, announcing their
commitment to introduce legislation on climate change education in the 2022 legislative session,
now is the opportune time for the State Legislature, State Board of Education, the State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the California Department of Education to work
together to sufficiently fund, accelerate, and improve our state’s environmental and climate
literacy efforts. Our students deserve equitable, frequent, and comprehensive opportunities to
develop a holistic understanding of the environment which prepares them for their future in this
century and beyond. These should include project-based learning opportunities; access to an
interdisciplinary curriculum that integrates real-world, place-based climate and environmental
justice issues; student-centered learning and leadership opportunities; professional learning
programs for their educators (pre-service and in-service) and administrators (including credential
programs); opportunities to learn in the natural world on school campuses, nearby parks and
open space preserves, with community-based partners with relevant expertise, and at residential
outdoor schools; and technical assistance for schools to develop Environmental and Climate
Action Plans.

We urge members of the State Legislature, State Board of Education, the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, and the California Department of Education to collaborate on a multi-pronged
effort to execute a climate literacy implementation strategy focused on solutions and scaled to
meet the climate emergency:
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1. Provide $40MM for leadership at the state level

a.  Fully fund the strategies recommended by the Environmental Literacy Task Force’s
A Blueprint for Environmental Literacy: Educating Every Student In, About, and
For the Environment from 2015 to allow full implementation by the California
Environmental Literacy Initiative and allied organizations.

b.  Support and fully staff an office within the California Department of Education
responsible for systematically integrating environmental and climate literacy in
every subject and at every grade level across California's K-12 system, with a focus
on interdisciplinary methods at the high school level. This office would work in
partnership with the California Environmental Literacy Initiative and other relevant
initiatives, e.g. the National COVID-19 Outdoor Learning Initiative.

c.  Establish environmental and climate literacy specifically as a focus of professional
learning (pre-service and in-service), curriculum design, and instruction for all
California teachers by building on SB 720 (Allen, 2018) and AB 130 (2021, Sec.
151. (a))

d.  Secure a sustained funding stream for environmental and climate literacy efforts,
including for community-based partners.

2.  Provide $60MM for direction and support at the county level
a.  Allocate funding for environmental literacy and climate coordinators within the
Educational Services Department in all 58 local county offices of education for five
years at a cost of $12MM per year.

3. Provide $100MM for District implementation and integration
a.  Create a grant fund of $100MM for local school districts committed to delivering
environmental and climate literacy instruction, with an emphasis on
interdisciplinary curriculum that is student-centered and solution-oriented.
b.  Ensure multiple pathways for districts to qualify for funding. For example:

1. Design with the margins first to ensure equity. Prioritize districts with
populations most impacted by climate change using CALEnviroScreen and
CAL-Adapt data, and California Department of Education data that selects
districts with the highest need based on unduplicated pupil counts and other
equity-related education data.

ii.  Acknowledge districts which have already made headway with this work or
plan to, e.g., by demonstrating an existing commitment to environmental
education or by committing by board resolution to provide a coordinated and
comprehensive district-wide program of environmental and climate literacy.

With a $31B surplus at the state level, and the existential threat of climate change never clearer,
this is the year to commit $200MM to fund the work above. We must act now for our students.
There are more than six million students in the California public school system, with more than
400,000 graduating each year. The longer our state waits to implement climate literacy efforts
across our schools, the more urgent this crisis will become and the more funding and resources
will be required to address it. Our future generations will bear the greatest burdens in this climate
emergency. Transformative change and solutions must begin with our students in their



classrooms.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter and we look forward to your response. If

you have questions, please contact Sarah Ranney at CA4climateliteracy@gmail.com

Sincerely,

N

Sarah Ranney on behalf of:

Brandon Dawson

-

Director
Sierra Club California

Craig Strang

Associate Director

Lawrence Hall of Science
University of California, Berkeley

Estrella Risinger

Executive Director

Assoc. for Environmental and Outdoor
Education

Dr. Catherine Garoupa White
Executive Director
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition

George Leddy, PhD
Co-Director

Sustainable Environment Institute, LACCD

Rishi Gurjar
Student and Founder
Beyond Terra

Cyane Dandridge
Executive Director
SEI

Karen Cowe
(, Z o lave,

CEO
Ten Strands

Robert M. Gould, MD
President

San Francisco Bay Physicians
for Social Responsibility

Dwain Wilson
Executive Director
The Wildwoods Foundation

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Rhonda Berry
President and CEO
Our City Forest

Ella Suring
Student and Co-Author
BUSD Climate Literacy Resolution

Mackenzie Wieser
CEO
Sacramento Splash



Jonathan Klein
Co-Founder
UndauntedK12

Ann Brown
Group Leader
Tri-Valley Citizens’ Climate Education

Pauline Seales
Educator/Organizer
Santa Cruz Climate Speakers

Lucy Garcia
Chair, Climate Curricula Committee
Climate Reality Project Los Angeles

Jessica Williams
School Green Team
Los Gatos, CA

Monica Rosquillas
Zero Waste Special Projects Senior Manager
San Jose Cons Corps and Charter School

Peter Zahn
CEO
Futures Unbound

Nancy Magee
San Mateo County Superintendent
San Mateo County Office of Education

Lori Whalen
Assistant Director
Environmental Nature Center

Sue Lee Mossman
Chair, Climate Action Campaign of the
Humboldt Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Sven Thesen
Co-Founder
Project Green Home

Rachael Altman
Administrator
Santa Barbara Standing Rock Coalition

Gwyn Azar
SVYCA Cupertino Co-lead
Silicon Valley Youth Climate Action

Ann Van Leer
Executive Director
The Escondido Creek Conservancy

Sybil Azur
Assembly Delegate AD 46
CADAEM, Climate Reality LA

Charles Thomas
Executive Director
Outward Bound Adventures

Laurence Gathy
Director, Legislative and Policy Committee
Climate Reality Project Silicon Valley

Marilyn Price
Co-Chair
Sustainable Mill Valley

Daniel Chandler
Steering Committee
350 Humboldt

Deborah Kennedy
Eco Artist and Educator
Terra Art Collective

Susan Penner
Liaison, Legislative Working Group
1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations

Teresa Barnett
Executive Director
Community Resources for Science



Lauren Weston
Executive Director
Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet

Jennifer Seydel
Executive Director
Green Schools National Network

Adriana Guerrero
Executive Director
Brown Girl Surf

Leena Bakshi
Executive Director
STEM4Real

Amy Wolfrum
California Ocean Policy Senior Manager
Monterey Bay Aquarium

Jane Vosburg
Board President
Fossil Free California

Luis Villa
Executive Director
Latino Outdoors

Ariel Lew Ai Le Whitson
Director of Education and Community
TreePeople

Jenny Mulholland-Beahrs
Inclusion Outdoors

Faris Sabbah
Santa Cruz County Superintendent
Santa Cruz County Office of Education

Dr. Hari Lamba
Brighter Climate Futures

Ben Keller
Co-Chair, Legislative Committee
350 Bay Area Action

Kevin Ma
Co-Chair
UUCPA Green Sanctuary Committee

Sara Olsen
Founder
SVT Group

Brigitta VaDer Ray
Chair
Climate Reality Project, Santa Barbara

Sannath Mathapathi
Environmental Commission Chair
Sunnyvale Youth Public Policy Institute

Beth Krebs
Educator
Cal State East Bay

Kimaya Pantvaidya
Youth Public Policy Commissioner
Sunnyvale Youth Public Policy Institute

Agustin Angel Bernabe

Co-Founder

Leaders for Environmental Activism
Reclaiming Their Health (Leaders4 EARTH)

Igor Tregub
Chair
Democratic Party Environmental Caucus

Danett Abbott-Wicker
Field Coordinator
Progressive Democrats of America



Doris Dent
AD 45 Delegate

Sybil Azur
Former Chair, Climate Reality LA
AD 45 Delegate

HoiY Poon
Co-Founder, Advisor
Silicon Valley Youth Climate Action

Koreen Cea

Elected ADEM Delegate

AD 52 LACDP and CADEM delegate
CADEM Children’s Caucus &
Environmental Caucus Member

Dr. Deirdre Snyder

Chair

Environmental Justice Caucus of the
Oakland Education Association

Suzanne Hume
Educational Director and Founder
CleanEarth4Kids.org

Bill Balderson
Organizer
Oakland Education Association

Brodie Hilp
San Ramon Valley Democratic Club

Jennifer Tanner
Leader
Indivisible California Green Team

Ruth Carter
Chair
California Democratic Party Senior Caucus

Leah Redwood
Action Coordinator
Extinction Rebellion SF Bay Area

Joan Tempas
Clerk of Session
Arcata Presbyterian Church

Doug Bender
Member of Steering Committee
Indivisible South Bay LA

Analisa Swan
ADEM AD 44

Susan Butler-Graham
Team Coordinator
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley

Kathy Kerridge
Board Member
Good Neighbor Steering Committee

Nancy Metzger-Carter
Executive Director
Schools for Climate Action

Tinuviel Carlson
Project Manager
The Energy Coalition

Steve Holmes
Executive Director
South Bay Clean Creeks Coalition

Catherine Saldutti
President and Founder
EduChange, Inc.

Cherry Robinson, Psy.D
Co-Chair
The Climate Reality Project San Diego

Ana Ruiz
General Manager
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District



Scott Sampson

Executive Director,

William R. & Gretchen Kimball Chair
California Academy of Sciences

Paloma Pavel
President
Earth House Center

April Peebler
Executive Director
Heirs To Our Oceans

Amanda Bancroft
Board of Directors
350 Silicon Valley

Shirley Freriks
Leader, Nevada County WasteNOT
Elders Climate Action

Jamie Bruning-Miles
President & CEO
YMCA of San Francisco

Todd Weber
Co-Leader, NorCal Chapter
Elders Climate Action (ECA)

David Beaulieu
Professor, Academic Senate President
LACCD

Julia Zeitlin

Co-Founder

Palo Alto Student Climate Coalition
(PASCC)

Noelle Marquis
Director of Programs
Vilda

Mary Kay Benson
Steering Council Manager
350 Butte County

Jack Eidt
Co-Founder
SoCal 350 Climate Action

Andy Hattala

Co-Chair

The Climate Reality Project: Los Angeles
Chapter

Sarah Pipping

Education Coordinator at The Center
Oakland Unified School District
Environmental and Climate Change Literacy

Sherry Lear
Organizer
350 South Bay Los Angeles

Sharon Danks
CEO and Founder
Green Schoolyards of America



CC:

Monique McWayne, Director, California Department of Education
Shannon Gordon, Consultant, California Department of Education
Angie Wei, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom

To sign the letter, visit this link: www.tinyurl.com/CACIlimateLiteracy
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