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Message from the Principal, Nancy Lampson  

Native American Heritage Afternoon 

The students at Diamond Valley Elementary School want to thank Irvin Jim, Dinah Pete, 

Herman Fillmore, and Cassandra Fred for sharing beloved aspects of the Washoe culture 

with them.  Everyone enjoyed a beautiful fall afternoon outside on the upper field as they 

rotated through three stations - crushing acorns, string making from dogbane twigs and 

looking at different colored obsidian rock and throwing a special hunting tool.  Thank you 

Dinah for your initial blessing!  

 

Parent Partnership Night 

Even though the attendance at the Parent Partnership dinner and meeting was very small, 

attendees gained valuable information about substance/drug/vaping abuse from Misty Dee 

and more about the Multi-Tiered Systems of Support from our counselor, Kelsey Potorski.  

Thanks to the teachers – Jackie Blaha, Sarah Voss, Sarah Harvey and Beth Ponsness for 

their readiness to also share targeted information with interested parents.  Thank you Carole 

Romanowitz for the wonderful “artsy” childcare you provided.  And finally, thanks to Scott 

Bledsoe and Julie Rysdam for all the preparation, set up, lasagna dinner, and cleanup! 

 

Sports Academic and Behavioral Eligibility Requirements 

Yes! We are excited that the basketball and volleyball sports seasons have begun.  And 

we’re very pleased with the students who desire to play.  After reading the Athletic Packet, 

in particular the academic eligibility section, the teachers and I felt that revisions needed to 

be made.  I apologize that this revision was not prepared prior to you and your student 

signing the contract.  I have explained the new policy to all the students in grades 5-8 and 

would now like to clarify your understanding. 

Evelyn Harper Kindergarten 

Vernon Kilburg 1st grade 

Teylauni Morton 2nd grade 

Andrea Nolan 3rd grade 

Malachi Knapp 4th grade 

Lyla Marchut 5th grade 

Emmanuel Bennett 6th grade 

Moises Rotonda 7th grade 

Donna O’Connor 8th grade 

October HAWKs of the Month 
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To be academically eligible to fully participate in all 

practices and games, student athletes must have NO D’s or 

F’s on their weekly progress reports.  Every Monday 

morning, or the first school day of the week, Ms. Blaha, 

Ms. Harrington, Ms. Coletti and Mrs. Moore will email to 

the office names of “ineligible” student athletes for the 

week.  A student who shows little or no effort in class, 

takes little or no responsibility in completing and turning in 

homework, and/or does very poorly on classroom quizzes 

or tests will be deemed “ineligible” academically for the 

week. 

To be behaviorally eligible to fully participate in all 

practices and games, student athletes must not receive more 

than 2 minor (staff handled) behavioral referrals during the 

week. Should a student athlete receive a major behavioral 

referral, he/she will be ineligible for 10 days (two school 

weeks from the receipt of the referral).   

An “ineligible” student athlete will be expected to: 

Check daily into ELP after school with his/her student 

planner and all assignments written down, needed 

texts or worksheets, and needed pencils. 

Attend the practice for the first 15-20 minutes to hear 

team announcements and participate in warm up 

activities, to keep his/her body fit. 

Then, return to ELP to complete homework carefully 

and thoughtfully, so as to be “academically 

eligible” the following Monday.   

If there are any “sportsmanship” issues displayed by a 

student athlete, then the coach may ask the student athlete 

to “sit out” a designated number of practices/games. 

Every week is a new opportunity for students to choose 

to be successful and eligible to fully participate in 

practices and games. 

 

Book Fair Success 

Do you know how lucky Diamond Valley Elementary is to 

have Carol Lawlor, our School and Library Media Clerk?  

She has an amazing gift of being able to do most anything 

asked of her.  And she now needs to be specially 

recognized for the awesome Scholastic Book Fair she held 

in the library just a few short weeks ago.  The enticing 

books were beautifully displayed and the students 

thoroughly enjoyed browsing through them and purchasing 

many.  Thanks also to the Alpine Parents Group for giving 

each teacher $30, with which to purchase books from the fair 

for his/her classroom!!  

Thanks again Carol for bringing this opportunity to the 

Diamond Valley Hawks!  

School Site Council  

The School Site Council held its first meeting on November 

15th.  Each member received a notebook with the current 

School Site Plan.  We discussed how we are an oversight 

committee to ensure that DVES and the District are 

addressing the three major goals in the plan.  We reviewed the 

goals and then looked more closely at the spring 2018 SBAC 

assessment results and compared them to the spring 2017 

results.  It was exciting to actually see the substantial gains 

that had been made!  Congratulations to the entire staff at 

DVES!  Our next meeting is scheduled for January 24th. 

We have a parent vacancy on the council.  If you would be 

interested in participating on the council (we’re only meeting 

4 more times this school year) please call the office and let 

Carla know.  We would greatly appreciate your input and 

participation. 

 

K-2 MAP Testing 

The kindergarten through second graders completed their first 

MAP testing in the computer lab in early November.  

Teachers will be using the results of the tests to guide future 

instruction.  In April, kindergarten through second graders 

will take the test again to show growth during the school year. 

Thanksgiving Feast – Nov. 20 

It was wonderful to have so many families participate in the 

annual DVES Thanksgiving Feast.  A big thanks to “Chef 

Julie” and son-in-law, “Chef Troy”, for preparing such a 

delicious turkey feast for all to partake!!  I hope you all 

enjoyed good family/friend times over the holidays! 

Christmas Program – December 20, 6:00pm 

The Christmas season is upon us!  One can hear Christmas 

music coming from recorders, children’s’ voices and the band 

as you walk through the hallways and classrooms.  We look 

forward to you joining us once again for this special evening 

event! 

 

  HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE! 

School resumes on Monday, January 7th. 

Message from the Principal,  
Continued 
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December 2018 Important Dates to Remember 

December 7  Hearing and Vision Screening K-5th Grades —DVES 

December 11  Board Meeting—5:30pm—Administrative Annex 

December 12  Community Breakfast-Hot Topic: Bullying—7:45-8:30am—DVES Gym 

December 13  SOS Sign Up Night—5:00pm—DVES Library 

December 14  Hearing and Vision Screening 6th-8th Grades —DVES 

December 20  Christmas Program—6:00pm—DVES Gym 

December 21  Make Up Hearing and Vision Screenings—DVES 

December 24-January 4  Winter Break—NO SCHOOL 

December 25  Merry Christmas! 

January 1  Happy New Year! 

January 7  Welcome Back from Winter Break! 

Counselor’s Corner 

Hello Diamond Valley Students and Families! 

This month we will be holding a Community Breakfast on December 12th, 2018, all are invited to attend! We invite you to enjoy breakfast with us 

starting at 7:45am, and participate in an informational presentation from 8:05-8:30am focused on the topic: “Teaching Pro-Social Behavior and 

Anti-Bullying Strategies at Diamond Valley”. We will be discussing ways in which we encourage our students to engage in positive ways with 

peers, and how we prevent and respond to bullying behavior. Dr. Traynor and I will be available to answer questions following the presentation.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Happy Holidays! 

Sincerely,  

Kelsey Potorski 
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Nevada Museum of Art Field Trips  
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Know the facts about electronic smoking and talk to your kids. 
The best way to avoid a lifetime of addiction to nicotine is to never start smoking or vaping.  
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D i am o nd  Va l l e y E l e m en t a r y S c h o o l  
35 Hawkside Drive 

Markleeville, CA  96120 

Phone: (530) 694-2238 

Fax: (530) 694-2386 

 

 
We have had an issue of young students hitting adults (teachers, aides, secretary, other staff,) 

who are either working with the student or assisting the student to "reset" his/her 

behavior. Hitting is not allowed at school.   If your child hits an adult, he/she will be removed 

from the classroom/playground and a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian to come 

and take the child home for the remainder of the day. We must model and teach our children to 

be respectful everyday. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.  

No Hitting, Please 


