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Rationale

▪ New course is as presented in the new 
NGSS and California Science Framework.  
The Biology of the Living Earth contains 
life science standards blended with Earth 
Space Science standards.  This supports 
going forward with the 3 course model 
which provides all science for all 
students.



Course Overview

▪ Aligned with new NGSS 
standards for life and earth 
sciences. LS1-LS4 and ESS2.

▪ Structure and function

▪ Matter and energy in organisms and 
ecosystems.

▪ Interdependent relationships in ecosystems.

▪ Inheritance and Variation

▪ Natural selection and evolution

▪ Earth’s systems



Looks like…

Students …
▪make sense of phenomena and 

design solutions.
• Modeling

▪ learn through inquiry.
• Experimental design

▪engage in purposeful reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening.
• Claims, evidence, reasoning and 

argumentation.



Course Materials 

▪ Current Textbook
▪ Supplemental Resources

▪ Pilot New Textbook 2019-20 



Course of Study
BP & AR 6143 

▪ Supports NGSS Framework and goal of 
“All Science Standards, All Students”

▪ Satisfies A-G and SMMUSD Graduation 
Requirement for lab science.



SMMUSD LCAP Goals

▪ College and Career Readiness
• Laboratory-based college prep class
• Science and Engineering Practices (SEPS)

▪ Universal Access & English Learner 
Support
• Student-centered, modeling approach
• Textbook review toolkit- ELD standards 

▪ Student Engagement
• Integration of real world phenomenon
• Environmental Justice



Standards-Alignment:  The 
living earth course includes all of the 
necessary HS-ESS2 requirements.



Thank you!

Questions or 

Comments?


