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Methodology
} Live	telephone	&	email-to-web	survey	of	likely	March	2020	voters

} Survey	conducted	July	30	– August	4,	2019
} 458	interviews;	overall	margin	of	error	±4.57	percentage	points

} Interviews	were	conducted	in	English	by	trained,	professional	interviewers

} Where	applicable,	results	compared	with	the	following:

Methodology Dates Sample	Size Margin	of	Error EMC	#

Phone March	8-14,	2016 400 +4.9	percentage	points 16-5909

Phone September	17-24,	2014 407 +4.9	percentage	points 14-5298

Phone October	22-26,	2009 400 +4.9	percentage	points 09-4155

Phone January	27-29,	2003	 404 +4.9	percentage	points 03-2772

Phone October	15-18,	2001 400 +4.9	percentage	points 01-2433

Please	note	that	due	to	rounding,	some	percentages	may	not	add	up	to	exactly	100%.
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Key	Findings
} Voters	continue	to	recognize	the	need	for	additional	funding	for	local	schools	and	

show	high	concern	for	the	cost	of	living	in	the	area.

} While	there	is	some	sensitivity	to	taxes,	a	strong	majority	believe	that	maintaining	
the	quality	of	our	schools	is	a	priority,	even	if	doing	so	requires	increasing	taxes.

} Initial	support	for	a	potential	parcel	tax	measure	is	near	the	two-thirds	threshold	
needed	for	passage.

} Top	priorities	for	a	school	parcel	tax	measure	include	retaining	highly	qualified	
teachers	and	sustaining	strong	academic	and	advanced	programs	in	reading,	
writing,	math,	arts,	and	science.

} Assurances	that	all	revenue	would	be	spent	in	local	schools	as	promised,	and	
focusing	on	retaining	the	highest	quality	teachers,	are	compelling	reasons	to	
support	a	potential	measure.



Mood	of	the	Electorate
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Right	Direction/Wrong	Track	Trend

Q4.	Do	you	feel	that	things	in	Santa	Clara	County	are	generally	going	in	the	right	direction	or	do	you	feel	things	have	gotten	pretty	
seriously	off	on	the	wrong	track?

66%

54%

45%

56%
61%

41%

15%

34% 33%
26% 24%

34%

19%

12%

22%
18% 15%

25%

Oct	'01 Jan	'03 Oct	'09 Sept	'14 Mar	'16 Aug	'19

Right	Direction Wrong	Track (Don't	know)

Voters	are	more	optimistic	than	pessimistic	about	the	direction	of	things	in	Santa	Clara	County.	While	optimism	has	softened,	
the	change	in	methodology	may	account	for	some	of	the	difference	in	results.	
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Concern	for	Local	Issues
Over	a	majority	of	CUESD	voters	are	extremely	concerned	about	the	cost	of	living	in	the	area.

54%

41%

29%

24%

23%

21%

15%

29%

33%

32%

39%

33%

32%

35%

4%

7%

7%

9%

10%

11%

9%

8.44

7.77

7.13

7.09

6.83

6.71

6.14

The	local	cost	of	living

Homelessness	in	your	area

Taxes

Crime	and	public	safety

Local	growth	and	development

The	quality	of	local	public	schools

The	local	economy

10	- Extremely	concerned 7-9 6 Mean

Q5-11.	On	a	scale	from	one	to	ten	where	one	is	not	at	all	concerned	and	ten	is	extremely	concerned,	how	concerned	
are	you	about	each	of	the	following	issues:
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Need	for	School	Funding	Trend

Q16.	

Voters	recognize	the	need	for	additional	funding	for	local	schools.

36%

40%

27%

26%

26%

29%

35%

41%

38%

35%

41%

32%

16%

4%

18%

18%

9%

24%

6%

5%

8%

10%

12%

6%

7%

10%

9%

11%

12%

10%

71%

81%

65%

60%

67%

61%

13%

15%

17%

21%

24%

15%

+58

+66

+48

+39

+43

+45

Oct	'01

Jan	'03

Oct	'09

Sept	'14

Mar	'16

Aug	'19

Great	need Some	need (Don't	know) Little	need No	need

Would	you	say	that	public	schools	in	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District	have	a	great	need	for	more	money,	some	need	for	more	
money,	little	need	for	more	money,	or	no	real	need	for	more	money?

Total
Need

Total
No	Need

Net
Need
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43%

26%

36%

32%

6%

26%

4%

6%

11%

9%

79%

58%

15%

16%

+64

+43

CUESD	Parent	(13%)

Non-Parents	(87%)

Great	need Some	need (Don't	know) Little	need No	real	need

Need	For	School	Funding	Among	Parents

Q16.	Would	you	say	that	public	schools	in	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District	have	a	great	need	
for	more	money,	some	need	for	more	money,	little	need	for	more	money,	or	no	real	need	for	more	money?

District	parents	are	widely	aware	of	the	need	for	additional	funding.

Total
Need

Total					
No	Need

Net
Need
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9%

22%

9%

4%

35%

28%

34%

22%

34%

30%

27%

41%

16%

14%

21%

20%

6%

6%

9%

14%

44%

50%

43%

26%

22%

20%

30%

33%

+22

+31

+13

-7

The	overall	job	the	Campbell	
Union	Elementary	School	

District	is	doing

The	job	teachers	are	doing

The	quality	of	education

The	management	of	district	
monies

Excellent Good (Don't	Know/	Refused) Only	Fair Poor

District	Job	Ratings

Q12-15.	Regardless	of	whether	or	not	you	have	children	currently	in	school,	using	a	scale	of	excellent,	good,	only	fair,	or	poor,	please	rate	
each	of	the	following	areas	relating	to	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District.

A	plurality	of	voters	rate	the	quality	of	teachers	and	education	provided	by	CUESD	schools	positively.

Total
Pos.

Total
Neg.

Net
Pos.
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50%

66%

71%

73%

52%

46%

17%

9%

3%

3%

6%

3%

34%

25%

27%

25%

42%

51%

+16

+40

+44

+48

+10

-5

Aug	'19

Sep	'14

Aug	'19

Sep	'14

Aug	'19

Sep	'14

Agree (Don't	know) Disagree

Voter	Attitudes	Toward	Taxes

Q20-22.	Please	tell	me	whether	you	strongly	agree,	somewhat	agree,	somewhat	disagree,	or	strongly	
disagree	with	each	of	the	following	statements.

Net
Agree

I	trust	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	
School	District	to	properly	manage	my	

tax	dollars

Maintaining	the	quality	of	our	schools	
should	be	a	top	priority,	even	if	it	

means	raising	taxes

Taxes	in	this	area	are	already	high	
enough;	I’ll	vote	against	any	tax	

increase	

Voters	continue	to	indicate	a	willingness	to	fund	schools	with	over	two-thirds	of	voters	saying	that	maintaining	the	quality	of	
our	schools	should	be	a	priority	even	if	it	means	raising	taxes.



Parcel	Tax	Measure
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Initial	Vote	For	Parcel	Tax	Measure
Support	for	a	parcel	tax	is	currently	below	the	two-thirds	threshold	needed	for	passage.

Q17.	If	the	election	were	held	today,	would	you	vote	Yes	to	approve	or	No	to	reject	this	measure?

63%

33%

Lean 2%

Lean 1%

Yes
65%

No
 34%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes No (Undecided)

To	maintain	quality	education	in	local	elementary	
schools	by	attracting/retaining	high	performing	

teachers,	sustaining	strong	academic	and	
advanced	programs	in	reading,	writing,	math,	arts	
and	sciences;	and	providing	support	for	struggling	
students	and	preventing	additional	budget	cuts,	
shall	a	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District	
measure	to	levy	$98	per	parcel	per	year,	for	9	

years,	be	adopted,	raising	$2.36	million	annually	
with	exemptions	for	seniors,	independent	

community	oversight,	no	funds	for	administrators,	
and	all	funds	benefiting	local	schools?

67%
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Measure	Vote	by	Tax	Rate
Among	those	who	voted	against	the	measure	or	said	they	were	undecided,	there	was	a	slight	increase	in	support	when	asked	

if	they	would	support	it	if	the	tax	rate	were	a	lower	amount	indicating	there	may	be	some	cost	sensitivity.

Q17-19.	And	what	if	the	tax	rate	were	[$98]/[$72]/[$49] per	parcel	per	year,	would	you	vote	Yes	to	approve	or	No	to	reject	this	measure?	

Yes
65%

No
 34%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes
67%

No
32%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes
71%

No
29%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes No (Undecided) Yes No (Undecided) Yes No (Undecided)

To	maintain	quality	education	in	local	
elementary	schools…shall	a	Campbell	Union	

Elementary	School	District	measure	to	levy	$98
per	parcel	per	year,	for	9	years,	be	adopted…

And	what	if	the	tax	rate	were	$72 per	parcel	
per	year,	would	you	vote	yes	to	approve	or	no	

to	reject	this	measure?

And	what	if	the	tax	rate	were	$49 per	parcel	
per	year,	would	you	vote	yes	to	approve	or	no	

to	reject	this	measure?

*Asked	of	those	who	said	no	or	
undecided	to	previous	question.	The	
previous	vote	was	then	re-allocated.

*Asked	of	those	who	said	no	or	
undecided	to	previous	question.	The	
previous	vote	was	then	re-allocated.

67%
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Importance	of	Potential	Priorities

Q23-39.	I'm	going	to	read	you	a	list	of	items	that	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District	parcel	tax	measure	could	pay	for.	On	a	
scale	of	1	to	7,	where	1	is	not	important	at	all	and	7	is	very	important,	please	tell	me	how	important	that	item	is	to	you.

Preserving	strong	academic	programs	and	attracting	and	retaining	highly	qualified	teachers	are	particularly	important	to	
voters.

69%

64%

63%

63%

59%

57%

52%

52%

51%

21%

25%

24%

26%

25%

30%

28%

30%

32%

91%

89%

88%

89%

84%

87%

81%

82%

84%

Retaining	highly	qualified	teachers

Attracting	and	retaining	high	performing	teachers

Ensuring	that	every	student	is	reading	at	their	grade	
level

Sustaining	strong	academic	and	advanced	programs	in	
reading,	writing,	math,	arts	and	sciences

Keeping	teacher	salaries	competitive	

Ensuring	new	teachers	have	adequate	training	and	
support

Providing	counseling	for	students	who	are	emotionally	
struggling	both	at	school	and	home

Helping	teachers	keep	up	with	the	high	cost	of	housing	
in	our	area

Providing	support	for	struggling	students

7	- Extremely	important 5-6 %	Total	Important
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Importance	of	Potential	Priorities

Q23-39.	I'm	going	to	read	you	a	list	of	items	that	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District	parcel	tax	measure	could	pay	for.	On	a	
scale	of	1	to	7,	where	1	is	not	important	at	all	and	7	is	very	important,	please	tell	me	how	important	that	item	is	to	you.

Supporting	special	education	programs	and	retaining	school	safety	staff	are	also	important,	while	providing	a	senior	
exemption	would	be	extremely	important	to	many	seniors.

50%

50%

47%

45%

44%

43%

42%

34%

35%

36%

29%

32%

40%

34%

36%

19%

85%

86%

76%

77%

84%

77%

79%

54%

Supporting	special	education	and	programs	for	
students	with	special	needs

Retaining	school	employees	that	keep	schools	
safe,	clean,	and	well-maintained

Providing	teacher	and	staff	training	in	case	of	
an	emergency	situation	or	natural	disaster

Keeping	class	sizes	as	small	as	possible

Providing	advanced	courses	for	high-
performing	students

Preventing	additional	budget	cuts

Retaining	librarians	and	classroom	
instructional	aides

Providing	an	exemption	for	seniors

7	- Extremely	important 5-6 %	Total	Important

Senior	Exemption	Among	65+	
(31%)

7	– Extremely	Important 50%

%	Total	Important 71%
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Additional	Information

Q40-50.	Next	I’d	like	to	read	you	statements	from	people	who	support	the	proposed	parcel	tax	measure	for	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	
District...	Please	use	a	scale	from	1	to	7,	where	1	means	not	at	all	convincing	and	7	means	a	very	convincing	reason	to	vote	for the	measure.

Voters	react	positively	to	messages	about	the	fiscal	accountability	features	of	a	measure,	and	attracting	and	retaining	
teachers.

40%

36%

36%

35%

31%

34%

31%

34%

71%

70%

66%

69%

All	of	the	revenue	from	this	measure	will	be	spent	here	in	our	local	schools,	it	
cannot	be	taken	away	by	the	state,	and	there	will	be	a	citizen’s	oversight	

committee	to	ensure	the	monies	are	spent	as	promised.

Great	teachers	are	at	the	center	of	student	achievement.	This	measure	will	
help	attract	and	retain	the	highest	quality	teachers	so	that	kids	in	all	our	

schools	have	access	to	the	best	education	possible.

Silicon	Valley	is	one	of	the	most	expensive	places	to	live	in	the	country.	This	
measure	will	help	attract	and	retain	high-quality	teachers	in	our	local	schools	

by	giving	them	a	fair	wage,	so	they	can	afford	to	live	here.

Over	the	past	few	years,	the	District	has	experienced	high	turnover	with	
dozens	of	teachers	being	forced	out	because	of	the	high	cost	of	living.	This	

measure	will	help	keep	teacher	salaries	competitive	to	prevent	our	high-quality	
teachers	from	leaving.

7	- Very	Convincing 5-6 %	Total	Convincing
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Additional	Information	(Cont’d.)

Q40-50.	Next	I’d	like	to	read	you	statements	from	people	who	support	the	proposed	parcel	tax	measure	for	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	
District...	Please	use	a	scale	from	1	to	7,	where	1	means	not	at	all	convincing	and	7	means	a	very	convincing	reason	to	vote	for the	measure.

Other	messages	are	also	compelling	to	more	than	a	majority	of	voters.

32%

30%

29%

29%

33%

30%

31%

32%

65%

60%

60%

61%

7	- Very	Convincing 5-6 %	Total	Convincing

Investing	in	our	local	schools	makes	sense.	Good	schools	are	part	of	what	makes	our	
community	a	desirable	place	to	live.	By	keeping	our	neighborhood	schools	among	the	

best	in	the	state,	we	help	maintain	high	property	values	in	our	community.

This	measure	will	help	maintain	services	for	struggling	students	to	ensure	that	they	do	
not	fall	behind	in	core	academics	like	reading	and	math.

Without	this	local	measure,	our	schools	will	have	to	make	millions	of	dollars	in	cuts.	That	
means	we	will	have	larger	class	sizes	and	fewer	support	services,	including	fewer	

programs	for	students	with	special	needs,	and	fewer	counselors	for	students	struggling	
with	their	mental	health.

There	is	nothing	more	important	than	protecting	our	children	while	they	are	at	school.	
This	measure	ensures	that	teachers	and	school	staff	have	the	training,	resources,	and	
equipment	they	need	to	keep	our	kids	safe	in	the	event	of	a	natural	disaster	or	school	

emergency.	
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Additional	Information	(Cont’d.)

Q40-50.	Next	I’d	like	to	read	you	statements	from	people	who	support	the	proposed	parcel	tax	measure	for	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	
District...	Please	use	a	scale	from	1	to	7,	where	1	means	not	at	all	convincing	and	7	means	a	very	convincing	reason	to	vote	for the	measure.

Information	about	the	District’s	fiscal	accountability	is	less	convincing.

28%

21%

20%

36%

37%

30%

64%

58%

50%

7	- Very	Convincing 5-6 %	Total	Convincing

This	measure	will	provide	a	stable,	reliable	source	of	local	funding	so	our	schools	can	
continue	providing	students	with	a	well-rounded	education	that	includes	arts,	music,	and	

libraries.

Over	the	last	few	years,	the	District	has	worked	hard	to	tighten	its	belt	and	make	tough	
budget	cuts.	This	measure	simply	restores	some	of	the	severe	cuts	so	that	it	can	continue	

to	provide	quality	education	for	our	kids.

Independent	audits,	bond	ratings,	and	all	other	measures	demonstrate	that	the	Campbell	
Union	Elementary	School	District	does	an	excellent	job	managing	money.	We	can	trust	

that	funds	from	this	measure	will	go	directly	toward	improving	education	for	our	
children.
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Measure	Vote	After	Additional	Information
Total	support	for	a	parcel	tax	is	just	at	the	two-thirds	threshold	in	the	poll	after	additional	information	has	been	presented.

Q51.	Given	what	you’ve	heard,	I’d	like	to	ask	you	about	the	measure	again…	If	the	election	were	held	today,	would	you	vote	
Yes	to	approve	or	No	to	reject	this	measure?

63%

33%

66%

32%

Lean 2%

Lean 1%

Yes
65%

No
 34%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes
66%

No
32%

(Undecided)
2%

Yes No (Undecided) Yes No (Undecided)

Initial	Vote After	Additional	
Information

67%
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Measure	Vote	After	All	Information
After	hearing	more	about	potential	opposition	to	the	measure,	support	decreases.

Q58.	Now	given	everything	you’ve	heard,	I’d	like	to	read	you	the	Campbell	Union	Elementary	School	District	measure	one	final	time.	
Would	you	vote	yes	to	approve	or	no	to	reject	a	measure	that	reads:	

63%

33%

66%

32%

62%

36%

Lean 2%

Lean 1%

Lean 1%

Yes
65%

No
 34%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes
66%

No
32%

(Undecided)
2%

Yes
63%

No
36%

(Undecided)
1%

Yes No (Undecided) Yes No (Undecided) Yes No (Undecided)

Initial	Vote After	Additional	
Information

After	All	
Information

67%
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Conclusions
} A	parcel	tax	measure	is	potentially	feasible	for	the	March	2020	ballot.

} Increasing	awareness	about	how	a	parcel	tax	measure	will	help	ensure	that	
kids	in	all	our	schools	have	access	to	the	best	education	possible	by	retaining	
high-quality	teachers	would	be	essential	to	solidifying	support.

} After	public	communication	and	outreach,	the	landscape	should	be	re-
evaluated	before	finalizing	the	tax	amount.

} Refining	the	ballot	language	to	emphasize	positive	outcomes	(e.g.	keeping	
teacher	salaries	competitive,	attracting	and	retaining	qualified	teachers,	and	
ensuring	that	students	are	reading	at	grade	level)	will	be	beneficial.

} A	robust,	privately-funded	communications	effort	is	strongly	recommended	
to	ensure	voters	understand	the	need	for	and	benefits	of	a	measure.



November	2017	Bond	Timeline
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