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Methodology

» Telephone survey of likely voters in Los Altos School District

» Interviews conducted by trained, professional interviewers

» Interviews conducted in English and Chinese

Number of
Year Interviews Languages Margin of Error

June 15-25

November 5-22

June 8-15
January 22-28
April 23-28
July 5-10

December 1-6

2016

2015

2014

2014

2012

2012

2010

372

402

500

500

402

400

English & Chinese
English & Chinese
English
English
English
English

English

+ 4.89 percentage points
+ 5.10 percentage points
+ 4.89 percentage points
+ 4.38 percentage points
+ 4.38 percentage points
+ 4.89 percentage points

+ 4.89 percentage points

Please note that due to rounding, some
percentages may not add up to exactly 100%. EEN'A| | EREEEILE EMC
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Key Findings

>

Support for a $223 parcel tax measure to maintain excellent
educational programming exceeds the two-thirds threshold
necessary for passage.

Although the poll shows clear evidence of price sensitivity, two-
thirds of voters support a measure with a $30 increase from the
current parcel tax.

Presenting voters with additional information about the benefits of
the measure does not lead to a change in overall support.

However, the measure is vulnerable to a potential opposition
message that focuses on the total cost to taxpayers with this
measure.
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Future Economic Confidence

Confidence in economic conditions has softened slightly since last year.

M Substantially = Moderately = Same ™ Moderately M Substantially © Don't know/
better better worse worse Refused

59% 8%

58%

TBWB STRATEGIES
Q4. Thinking about the future, how do you expect economic conditions to be six months m

from now? Los Altos School District 16-6069| 4



Los Altos School District Overall Rating

The District continues to get an extremely positive rating.

A wB “ (Don't Know) mC mD/F

June '16 50%
Nov. '15 49%
June '14 50%
Jan. 14 46%
April '12 49%
July '12 55%

Dec '10 51%

Q8. Students are often given the grades of A, B, C, D, and F to denote the quality of their 'I' B w B e arieies m

work. Suppose the public schools in your community were graded in the same way. What A Boc i
grade would you give the Los Altos School District? Los Altos School District 16-6069| 5



Need for More Funding Over Time

Perceived need for funding continues to decline.

B Great need ™ Some need Don't know m Little need ™ No need

June '16 15% 21%

Nov. '15 19%

July '12

April '12

Dec. '10

Q5. Would you say that the elementary and junior high schools in the Los Altos School T B w B R ATEG e m

District have a great need for more money, some need, a little need or no real need for AR C H
more money? Los Altos School District 16-6069| 6



Heard/Seen Anything about LASD

As in November, about half say they have seen or heard something recently about the District.

33%
42%

B No

(Don't Know)

M Yes

April '12  July'12 Jan.'14 June'l4 Nov.'l5 June'l6

|

Q6. Have you heard or seen anything recently about the Los Altos School District? Los Altos School District 16-6069| 7



Recollections of LASD

Forty-two percent of those who have heard about the district recently mention something about a
new school site.

Of those who have heard something about LASD
(n=200)

-Where to build a new school

-Where to build a new school for Bullis
-Conflict between LASD and Bullis/charter school
-Bond Issue/Measure

-They want to tax us/Wasting taxpayer money
-Fundraising

-Excellent teachers and staff/Schools

-Need money for district/school (unspecified)

Bullis Charter School wants more
resources/Facilities/Space

-Debate about how to spend/distribute funds
-I have children in school
-Mention article/paper/blog/read something

-Other

- Don’t Know/Refused/None

Q6. Have you heard or seen anything recently about he Los Altos School District?
Q7. What have you heard?

2 6 15 30

30

1
1
6

10

18
12

N W

6

- 12
10 12
12 10

8 9

5 6

8 6

- 6

7 5

2

- 19

- 4
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Local Tax Sentiment

Over three-quarters of voters are willing to raise taxes in order to maintain the quality of local
schools, and over two-thirds trust the District to spend tax dollars wisely.

M Strongly ® Somewhat | No opinion/ B Somewhat M Stongly

agree agree Don't know disagree disagree
| would never vote fora June'16 SZ5%? 67%
tax no matter what the Ny 15 MRz 69%
money raised would be Dec. '1
(o) (0)
used for ec. 10 &4 64%

Maintaining the quality  June '16
of our schools should be Nov. '15
a top priority, even if it

.. Dec. '10
means raising taxes

The Los Altos School June '16 24% 10%
District can be trusted

to spend local tax
dollars wisely Dec. '10 27% 39 7%

STRATEGIES
Q10-12. For each of the following statements please tell me if you strongly agree, T B w B m

somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with the statement. Los Altos School District 16-6069| 9
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Initial Parcel Tax Vote

Support for a 5223 parcel tax is above the two-thirds threshold necessary for passage.

To continue excellent education for all local public elementary and junior high school students; maintain
outstanding core academics, innovative science, technology, engineering and math programs; and attract and
retain highly qualified teachers; shall Los Altos School District renew its expiring annual education parcel tax at

$223 per parcel for eight years, providing approximately $2.8 million annually for local schools, with independent
oversight, no funds for administrators’ salaries, exemptions for seniors, and all funds benefitting local public
schools?

Yes
76%

Solid, 71%

Undecided
Solid, 21% 29

STRATEG ES
Q0. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve this measure or no T B w B m

to reject it? Los Altos School District 16-6069| 10



Initial Vote by Subgroup

Support is strong across demographic subgroups.

Men (48%)
Women (52%)

18-49 (31%)
50-64 (33%)
65+ (36%)

Democrat (42%)
Republican (29%)
NPP/Other (29%)

Sometimes Vote (31%)
Usually Vote (33%)
Always Vote (36%)

B % Solid Yes Initial

. 73%
. 69%

N 69%
R 73%
. 70%

I 78%
I 59%
I 73%

. 72%
. 73%
I 68%

R -
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Initial Vote by Subgroup

Solid support is substantially higher among those who say they haven’t heard anything recently
about the district than among those who have.

B % Solid Yes Initial

LasD parent (22%) [ 70%
Non-Parent (78%) | 71%

Homeowner (83%) | 70%
Renter/Other (17%) | 74%

T O | 7
LASD (52%) 67%
Haven't heard anything recentl
e I 76
about LASD (44%)

Frequently reads Town Crier (61%) | 71%
Other (39%) | 70%

R -
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Parcel Tax Rate Sentiment

Two-thirds of voters agree they would support a parcel tax renewal with a S30 increase.

B Strongly ® Somewhat © No opinion/ ™ Somewhat M Stongly
agree agree Don't know disagree disagree

| would support a renewal of my current
$193 annual parcel tax, at no increase,
to maintain excellent education for all
public school students in our District

| would support a $223 annual school
parcel tax, a $30 increase, to maintain
excellent education for all public school
students in our District

STRATEGIES
Q13-14. For each of the following statements please tell me if you strongly agree, T B w B “

somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with the statement. Los Altos School District 16-6069| 13



Measure Elements

A strong majority of voters say attracting and retaining high quality teachers, and maintaining
outstanding core academic programs like STEM are extremely important components of the
measure.

W 7: Extremely important m6 5  Total

important
Attracting and retaining high quality teachers 66% 18% 10% 94%
Outstanding core academic programs 22% 10% 89%
Innovative science, technology, engineering, and
math programs
Keeping schools safe, clean, and in good repair 25% 22% 89%
Books and classroom materials 23% 23% 86%
Preserving small class sizes 19% 23% 80%
Q15-20 I'm going to read you some specific programs that could be supported by a school parcel CTRATEGIES .
tax measure. On a scale of one to seven, where one is not at all important and seven is T B w B EMC

extremely important, please tell me your opinion of each. Los Altos School District 16-6069| 14



Presentation of Additional Information

» A list of messages was presented and respondents
were asked whether each piece of information was a
compelling reason for supporting the measure.

Question: For each statement please tell me how
compelling this is as a reason to support a school
parcel tax measure. Please use a scale from one to
seven, where one is not at all compelling and seven
is a very compelling reason to support the measure.

EMC
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Additional Information

Revenue will be spent in local schools and cannot be
taken away by the state. (Q21)

Continue innovative STEM programs so students are
prepared to compete in the 21st century. (Q24)

Maintain the current level of funding to continue the
excellent education in Los Altos. (Q26)

Citizen’s oversight committee will ensure funds are spent
as promised. No funds spent on administrators. (Q22)

LADS ranks in top 0.5% of 1,000+ CA districts. Students

regularly score in top 1% on achievement tests. (Q25)

Help maintain high property values in our area. (Q23)

Maintain an outstanding education for ALL students in
the district including those in BCS. (Q27)

Demonstrates the District’s commitment to ALL students
within the district boundaries, including BCS. (Q28)

Continue collaboration b/w BCS & LASD. 5-yr agreement
to set aside disputes over school facilities. (Q29)

A modest, $30 increase to help support BCS, without
cutting any funding for LASD. (Q30)

W 7: Very compelling 6 5 Total
compelling

14% 18% 57%

13% 20% 52%

14% 17% 49%

TBWB e -
EMC
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Vote After Information

After additional information about the parcel tax, support remains above the two-thirds threshold
necessary for passage.

Solid, 71% Solid, 71%

Undecided Undecided
Solid, 21% 29% Solid, 22% 39%

Initial Vote Vote After Information

STRATEG ES
Q31: Given what you’ve heard, if the election were held today, would you vote yes to T B w B m

approve or no to reject a measure that reads Los Altos School District 16-6069| 17



Why Would You Vote No?

Of the 89 voters who say they would vote no on the parcel tax, 50% mention general opposition to
taxes or the District’s lack of a need for funds as a reason to vote no.

% Who % All
Vote No Respondents
Reasons to Vote No (n=89) (n=400)
General Anti-Tax/District Spending Sentiment 50% 11%
Oppose paying more taxes/ taxed enough 14% 3%
Money not needed/ sufficient funds exist 14% 3%
Funds aren’t spent/managed properly 9% 2%
We’ve paid them enough/ previous bond measures 8% 2%
Lack of trust in district/board 5% 1%
General Anti-Charter Sentiment 22% 5%
Oppose public funds supporting private/charter school/ other schools lose out 12% 3%
Dislike Bullis Charter School/Disapprove of charter schools 4% 1%
Bullis/charter school is in a different city 3% 1%
District not dealing with Bullis in good faith 2% 0%
No kids in school/charter school/ | won’t benefit directly 2% 0%
Other Misc. Responses 14% 3%
Need more information/ measure is unclear 6% 1%
Cost will be too high for me/ can’t afford 3% 1%
Teachers of higher quality are needed 2% 0%
Disapprove of senior exemption; they will also benefit 2% 0%
Other/Don’t know/NA/Refused 13% 3%

EMC

32: Why would you vote no on this measure?
a y wouid you v ’ u Los Altos School District 16-6069| 18
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Vote After Opposition

Support for the measure drops after voters hear a potential opposition argument that highlights the
total cost to the taxpayer if this measure passes.

Yes, 76% Yes, 75%
Lean, 5%

Yes, 62%

No, 22%

Und, 2%

Initial Vote Vote After Information Vote After Opposition

STRATEG ES
Q34: Given everything you’ve heard, if the election were held today, would you vote yes T B w B m

to approve or no to reject a measure that reads Los Altos School District 16-6069| 19




Conclusions

» Support for a parcel tax measure to maintain quality
education at the LASD schools is strong.

» There is some sensitivity to cost.

» A coordinated effort that focuses on the positive
outcomes of this potential measure, such as
maintaining outstanding core academics and
innovative STEM programs, attracting and retaining
high quality teachers, and ensuring that all funds
benefit local schools is likely to be successful.

TBWB - NI
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Next Steps (Assuming Nov. Election)

* Now-Aug. 8: District continues to conduct informational outreach to key
internal and external stakeholders to garner feedback about plans to
renew expiring parcel tax funding

 Week of July 18: Begin drafting resolution calling November election

 Week of July 25: District sends informational mailer to all registered
voters and parents outlining need to renew local parcel tax funding and
inviting community to Aug. 8 Board meeting

* Aug. 8*: Resolution calling November parcel tax election presented to
Board for adoption

 Week of Aug. 15: District sends second informational mailer informing
community of decision to place parcel tax measure on November ballot

* Aug. 12 is the County deadline to qualify for the November ballot.

T B w B STRATEGIES Public Consensus +Winning Propositions



Contacts

m
N\ 22 N\ 8

Jessica Polsky
Jessica@emcresearch.com
510.550.8933

Kate Worth
Kate@emcresearch.com
510.550.8931

Heather Greven
Heather@emcresearch.com
510.550.8921
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Sarah Stern-Benoit
ssternbenoit@tbwb.com
415.291.1894 ext. 223

Jeremy Hauser
Jhauser@tbwb.com
415.291.1894 ext. 255
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