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EMBRACE • ENGAGE • EMPOWER 

 

MINUTES 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

July 08, 2020 
 

5:30 p.m. - Closed Session 
6:00 p.m. - Open Session 

The meeting was conducted via teleconference.  

To view the video, click here  
 

As authorized by the Governor's Emergency Executive Order issued on March 12, the Santa 
Rosa City Schools Board of Education will conduct Board of Education meetings by video 
conference until further notice. For more information, please visit our district's webpage at 

srcschools.org. 
 

Attendance Taken at 5:30 PM:  
 
Present:    
Alegria De La Cruz  
Laurie Fong  
Jenni Klose  
Stephanie Manieri  
Jill McCormick  
Omar Medina  
Ed Sheffield  
  
  
 
A. CALL TO ORDER (5:30 p.m.)   
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 

A.1. Public Comment On Closed Session Agenda (To comment on the closed 
session agenda, please email Melanie Martin at mmartin@srcs.k12.ca.us prior to 
4:00 on Wednesday, July 8, 2020. Your comment will be directed to the Board.)   
There were no public comments on the closed session agenda.  
 

B. RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION   
 The Board entered closed session to discuss the items on the closed session agenda.  
 

B.1. Public Employee Appointment/Employment (Position to be filled: ) [Gov. Code   
54957]   
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boLnQI6SaeY
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B.2. Public Employee Performance Evaluation (Title of employee being reviewed: 
Superintendent, Deputy Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, Principals, Vice 
Principals, Assistant Principals, Directors, Coordinators) [Gov. Code   54957]    
 

C. RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION (6:00 p.m.)   
 The meeting reconvened at 6:00 p.m.  
 

C.1. Pledge of Allegiance    
 President Fong led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
C.2. Report of Actions Taken In Closed Session   
 There was no Report of Action during Closed Session.  
 
C.3. Items Considered In Closed Session for Action In Open Session   
 There were no items to consider in Closed Session for Action in Open Session.   
 
C.4. Statements of Abstention    
 There were no abstentions.   
 
C.5. Adjustments to Agenda   
 Superintendent Kitamura removed Item F.7 from the Agenda. It will be brought to the 
Board in August so the Administration and Leadership Team at Elsie Allen HS can be 
present.    
 
C.6. Public Comment On Non Agenda Items (Please refer to our website at 
srcschools.org for instructions on giving public comment during our remote board 
meeting).   
The following individuals addressed the Board during Public Comment on Non-Agenda 
items:  Deborah Ramos, Micah Carlin-Goldberg, Mary Fierro and Pam Karbowski. 

 
D. REPORTS   
 

D.1. CA School Employee Association (CSEA) Report   
A report was given by CSEA Chapter 75 President, Betty Garcia.  
 
D.2. Santa Rosa Teachers Association (SRTA) Report   
A report was given by SRTA President, Will Lyon.  
 
D.3. Relationship Building and Communication Improvement Process Report   
No report was given.  
 
D.4. Superintendent Report   
A report was given by Superintendent, Dr. Kitamura.  
 
D.5. Board President Report   
A report was given by Board President, Laurie Fong.  
 
D.6. Board Member Reports   
Reports were given by Director McCormick, Director De La Cruz and Director Manieri.   
 



 

 

July 8, 2020  Page 3 

 

D.7. CSBA Report   
A report was given by Director Klose.  
 

E. DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS   
 

E.1. (Action) The Santa Rosa City Schools Return to School Plan Draft will be 
presented to the Board of Education for Review and Approval   
Superintendent Dr. Kitamura, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Guzman, Assistant 
Superintendent Steve Mizera presented the Return to School Plan Draft to the Board. 
 
The following individuals addressed the Board during Public Comment: Minona 
Heaviland, Gina Melvin, Simone Harris, Micah Carlin-Goldberg, Shannon Coleman-
Pizuki, Kristin Reed, Janelle Payne, Fernando Torres, Reesha Rule, Robyn Chittister, 
Katie Greaves, Rikki Lee Shuck, Kate Lewis, Karen Coster, Maria Bernadette Peterson, 
Judie Osborn-Shaw, Matthew Bringedahl, Tyson Ruszler, Kimberly Taylor, John Navarro, 
Jessica Lichau, Jen Jimenez, Donna Bianchi, Lydia Leal and Lizbeth Angeles. 
 
During this report, a motion was made to extend the meeting until the agenda is 
finished. 
 
Discussion from the Board Members included the following: Director Medina made the 
point that we need to move forward with the resources we have rather than shift our 
focus, emphasizing the purpose of the school district is to educate students rather than 
provide childcare. Director Sheffield reiterated the RTS plan will not offer 100% safety but 
rather give families options to consider during this emergency. Director De La Cruz 
stated that the RTS plan is the District's best attempt to make every adjustment they can 
to be as safe as humanly possible for students to return to school. As a community, 
SRCS needs to prioritize taking the necessary measures to stay safe so students can 
return to school. Director Klose stated that going back to school is very dangerous for 
students despite following all the best practices for cleanliness and other safety 
precautions. Director Klose asks that parents choose the option of returning to school 
that is best for their family, which will ultimately reduce the number of students on 
campus. Director Manieri expressed the need for more communication with parents, 
especially parents who do not speak English, also the need for trusted messengers in the 
District. Director Manieri believes there is a unique opportunity to make changes for the 
students while designing for equity. President Fong made the plea to organizations in the 
community to help with childcare, so it does not fall solely on the school districts. 
 
After Board discussion, a motion was made. 
 
Motion Passed:  Approval of the SRCS Return to School Plan Draft.  Passed with a 
motion by Omar Medina and a second by Jill McCormick.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  
 
E.2. (Action) Second Reading of Board Policy 6146.1 - Graduation Requirement to 
Include Ethnic Studies   
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Assistant Superintendent Dr. Guzman and Director Evans presented to the Board and 
gave a brief description of the Board Policy. Director Evans gave a brief explanation for 
the increase to the financial impact. Director Evans confirmed that the Ethnic Studies 
Committee consulted on the updates to the Board Policy. 
 
Motion Passed:  Approval of Second Reading of Board Policy 6146.1. Passed with a 
motion by Omar Medina and a second by Alegria De La Cruz.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  
 
E.3. (Action) Santa Rosa City Schools Affirming Support of Ethnic Studies and 
AB2016 California Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Resolution  
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Guzman and Director Evans presented to the Board. 
Director Evans read the updated Resolution. Director Medina offered a friendly 
amendment to the Resolution. The suggested changes to the Resolution will be attached 
to the meeting minutes.   
 
The following individuals addressed the Board during Public Comment: Ever Fores-
Deras, Clementina Duron and Fernando Torres.   
 
Motion Passed:  Approval of Santa Rosa City Schools Affirming Support of Ethnic 
Studies and AB2016 California Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Resolution. Passed with 
a motion by Alegria De La Cruz and a second by Jill McCormick.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  
 
E.4. (Action) First Read, and Possible Waiver of Second Read, of Board Bylaw 9250 
Superintendent Dr. Kitmura explained the reason to bring this Resolution to the Board by 
updating the Bylaws for a 5% stipend increase for all Board Members.   
 
Motion Passed:  Approval of First Read, and Possible Waiver of Second Read, of Board 
Bylaw 9250. Passed with a motion by Omar Medina and a second by Alegria De La Cruz.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  
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E.5. (Action) Approval of Resolution In Support of The California Tax On 
Commercial and Industrial Properties for Education and Local Government 
Funding Initiative (also known as The California Tax On Commercial Industrial 
Properties For Education and Local Government Funding Initiative 2020) 
 
Director Medina’s proposed amendment is reflected in the Resolution that is attached to 
the meeting minutes. This Resolution was brought forward as it aligns with the Board's 
Priority Goal 7 as it relates to adding more funding to the District.     
 
Public Comment was made by: John Navarro 
 
Motion Passed:  Approve Resolution No. 2020-21/01 in support of The California 
Schools and Local Communities Funding Act of 2020. Passed with a motion by Jill 
McCormick and a second by Alegria De La Cruz.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  
 

F. CONSENT ITEMS   
 

Motion Passed:  Approval of items F.2-F.6 and F.8, F.9. Passed with a motion by Jenni 
Klose and a second by Jill McCormick.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  
 
F.1. Approval of Absent Board Members   
There were no absences to approve.  
 
F.2. Approval of Personnel Transactions   
Approved by vote on consent agenda.  
 
F.3. Approval of Vendor Warrants    
Approved by vote on consent agenda.  
 
F.4. Approval of Donations and Gifts   
Approved by vote on consent agenda.  
 
F.5. Approval of Contracts   
Approved by vote on consent agenda.  
 
F.6. Approval of E-rate Discounted CISCO Firewalls Purchase and Installation and 
Renewal of 5 Year CISCO Network Security Contract   
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Approved by vote on the consent agenda.  
 
F.7. Approval of the Career Technical Education Incentive Grant Application    
This item was pulled from the agenda and will be brought back at a later date.  
 
F.8. Approval of the Agricultural Career Technical Education Incentive Grant 
Applications    
Approved by vote on the consent agenda.  
 
F.9. Approval of Maria Carrillo High School Press Box Site Package   
Approved by vote on the consent agenda  
 

G. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 

G.1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting Held On June 24, 2020 
 
Motion Passed:  Approve minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held on June 24, 2020. 
Passed with a motion by Jill McCormick and a second by Ed Sheffield.   
Yes Alegria De La Cruz  
Yes Laurie Fong  
Yes Jenni Klose  
Yes Stephanie Manieri  
Yes Jill McCormick  
Yes Omar Medina  
Yes Ed Sheffield  

 
There is a change to the Board Members who will be participating in the Ad Hoc 
Committee for the School Resource Officers. The Board Members participating are 
Director Sheffield, Director De La Cruz and President Fong. 
 
 

H. BOARD MEMBER REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
       

Director De La Cruz would like information on changing the name of Luther Burbank 
Elementary School.   

    
 
I. INFORMATION ITEMS   
 

I.1. Future Board Discussion Items   
 
I.2. Board Conduct and Code of Ethics   
 
I.3. Educational Acronyms and Abbreviations   
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J. ADJOURNMENT   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
  ___________________________________ 
  Alegría De La Cruz, Clerk of the Board 
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